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NEXT MEETING 

September 30. To be announced. 
Put it on your calendar. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: 

Happy summer to you! Nationally we are in the midst of an 
election year which gets more interesting as time goes on. In 
spending long days over my sewing machine , with the TV for company 
(However insane its babble, it at least keeps my mind from wandering 
on a side track away from my task.) I have heard some interesting 
comments. Conservation has become a recognized issue, eventually 
mentioned by most candidates. Some are merely giving it lip service; 

b others are true believers really concerned for the earth, In the 
early days of this campaign we can listen carefully to all their 
concerns to help us make the best decision. We have an awesome 
responsibility. The outcome can affect the whole world. May the 
best man win! 

. . . . . Evelyn Mae Nikolaus 
S S S S S S S S S S S  

Doris Fredendall, who outdoes us all on field trips, has found 
two interesting new plants to add to our Inyo-Mono lists. 
One is Lepidium texanum, which is not shown in the Munz flora, 
It probably has escaped notice by its weedy appearance. The 
other is Astragalus lemmonii, a lovely little milk-vetch which 
comes down from northeastern California. Doris's collection is 
likely from its most southerly site. Both plants are from Rock 
Creek in Mono County. 

S S S S S S S S S S S S  

We are asked to announce the coming CALIFORNIA EXOTIC PEST 
PLANT SYMPOSIUM scheduled for October 9-10, 1992. The place 
is the Inn at Morro Bay. To receive an invitation please write 
to George Molnar, 801 Spring Drive, Mill Valley, CA 94941. 

The successful work of the Exotic Pest Plant Council in 
Florida will be used as a model for this effort. 
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See the May newsletter, Vol 1 1 ,  No. 3, for the complete fleld t r l p  
schedule for thls year. 

FOREST SERVICE FIELD TRIP TO SMOKEY BEAR FLAT- JULY 2. 

We hwe not reported on Forest Service field trips i n  the past, although they are well 
worthy of 11. Stramply, they h e  attracted only a few of our members. The lnyo Miml 
Forest has asked us to help i n  focusing on a single species each time to determine i ts distribution 
and vigor. 

Each t r ip is thoroughly enjoyable for learning what m r s  in a given am, and for the 
o~portunlty i t  give to develop rapport with Forest Service staff members. I t  is an o~portunlty to 
share I& end to learn from each other. 

The t r ip  to Smokey Batr Flat was no exception. That pun~lce flat Is typical of those In that 
area of vulcanism. I t  is named for a huge Smokey Besr sign that onc8 stood beside the hlQmay 
there. Sapbrush Scrub occupies its outer borders and the whole is surrounded by a beautiful 
forest of Jeffrey pine and red fir. Our leerlers were Richard Perloff and Margict Palchak whom we 
now value as new friends. We were there to focus on the rare l i t  tie Mono Milk-vetch ( Astri?p/us 
m-f$ which is restricted to a few of the pumice flats. Happily, we found i t  d ing  well. 

The t r lp to Segehen Flat In the White Mountains wi l l  beover by the time you receive thls 
newsletter but there wi l l  be another one m August 1 .  Kathleen Nelson has not been able to lead 
trlpsasanmnced In t b s c b h l e  btmussheand her f m i b  have mwed toColorado. Stwwlll be 
btanlst for a much smaller natianal farest which she looks forward to knowing more Intimately. 
We knew Kathleen as an exmllent htanlst and a m l e  field psrsarr. Colorackfs galn is our loss. 

Smokey Bear Flat is such an interesting island in the forest that we give you a plant list 
for it. 

AST ERACEAE 
& w r i s g / m  var. mmt~wla ( The achene Is not beaked at all, so it doesn't quite flt the 
key. 1 
Ark#nrjr& Irmm 
~ ~ b ~ i v t x .  bhmwi (The law sprrmlingstemsfrom thewoo@ root of 
this plant were common i n  the Sagebrush Scrub. It dm not fit the key, but collectSon s 
from this aree have been so labeled.) 
&/SIR) Wifb ssp. Wr'C 

BORAGINACEAE 
P/~i&tnry~ni$of& WhI te flowers 1 mm broad. 

6RASSICACE:AE 
&ft$Of&7fh& t W ~ ~  VW. Wb/~/bfK9. C o l ~ f ~ l  C ~ ~ S P ~ I I ~  ~WS. 

FABACEAE 
R s f r ~ / u s m ~ / s s .  Small g a y  pwennlal , white flowers suffused with lilac. 
Luphus f~f fm/ . tus var. & m i /  ( Lupinus&rd. Flowers r lch violet or Illac. 

NYCTAGl NACEAE 
#rm/b turbh~fd or Abrmkwd/~ta A form with unw inged f rui  t , whl te flowers. 

otiwwx 
&Wf&bAy/=fl Large ye1 low fheks .  

PWEAE 
St1p8ax1&t~/is var. p u .  ( St/@ 8/rnwh. Common grass on the flat. 
~ n p s ~ s ~ e r x , ~ &  Indian rice grass. 

POLY(jtxwwf 
Er ipum qwqw/~hurn var . ~ i q i m u m ,  A very deinty species; leeves hairy, 

PORT ULACACEAE 
aP/vptr~Hum urn&?//btum . Cunmon pussy paws. 

SCRW HULAR l ACEAE 
M/mu/usd~pp/oy//. A t Iny mmkeyf lower ; flower red-purple. 

Vim 
Yio/spurpum ssp. g%37hyt8. F lm ye1 low. 

. * .  . . Mary DeDecker 
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May 9, 1992. Rose Valley and Coso Mountalns. 

Mark Bagley led us to this superb flower display i n  Rose Valley (@so Junction). We had 
heard that i t  w8s unusually good this year, but unless you were there on May 9 you'll never know 
haw good It was--unless it hsqpens agatn soon, Blooms tn profuston--most of them common, 
some less so, included 29nt/rc?rm Whi,  tWtqwLc b@cbvii, & t / m w c p w p w ~  VW. 
cr/Adw;, l qoim W E Y ~ U S : ~  an &.&, a A & w D  a M m a ~ ,  Mrgsr,Iw: M & i ~  var . 
W ~ Z / I S + ,  4 r ~ r . a ~  dmbw* ~ ~ ~ d t r ' / r s ,  mawc~#r dtm, end on and on end on, all In 
the D e w t  Saltbush Scrub. 

In the Mojwe Creosote Bush Swub we found E.~/ML7kmfnut/f/wd Lup/nus-/eyf, 
Er/&wum m(a:u/a?um, ~r/&wumpusi//um, Ams~hk/a t m / l a t ~  and others. 

About four miles east of Coso Junction we turned off the main road which lads to the 
geothermal development and went up a major canyon which headed northeasterly. Lb/p/r/n/um was 
cunmon as was S&wh m&yImJ Ap/whid, tbctffo/fa1 ~/vha?/umWf#, f?/mu/us b/@/oyf1, 
aw//mt/r~ mgw/ ,  LuptnmSUbwus, 3)/ntr/&pq?,pus fmmti4 h i  l lsi& wl low w lth 
fr ihpum t r k w J  and some Astrqa9/adfi$onmp~. This amym road ended at a huge 
boulder with many red pictographs, Surrounding i t  was a profusion of Stm/ie/& k@pq+,pus 
/fm/@//us, L&ptr/d/um m ~ u m ,  m e  Ant/rr/r/nurn jwW/f lw~,  G+jptmi& &@/i, 
end &fi/hj8 &mm 

The 20 or so on the t r ip  were trmted to a display hard to match anywhere else i n  this 
eastern Sierra. 

. . . . . . . . . Vim Yoder 

CONSERVATION CORNER 

RANGELAND WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

The lnyo National Forest, in  ampration with the Forest Rangeland Steering Committee, is 
spotlsoring a Forest Rimgeland Workshop at Bishop Union High School auditorium July 3 1 -August 
1 , 1992. 

The committee is a malition of ranchers, environmentalists, and regulatory agencies 
dedicated to the goal of fostering communicatlm between different publlc us# groups. The 
p u r p m  of this workshop is to bring together these groups and frws on the many shard value6 and 
mpat ib le  goals. It wi l l  offer an opportunity for people interested In In the management and 
future of public rangelands to meet. 

The workshop wi l l  be facilitated by Kirk Gadzia of the Center for Holistic Resources 
W m m t  In Albuquerque, New Mexico. He IUB been very successful in  assisting cunmunities to 
develop models and goals for future &ired amdi t ions on rmgelands 

Ear ly  registration is Wised. A fee of f 10 per ~ersan wi l l  include a registration packet 
which outlines themtent of the workshop, refreshments, and post-workshop proceedings. 
Registration wl l l  be accepted on the day of the workshop. Signups for field trips wl l l  be on a first 
m e ,  first serve basis. 

Application forms are available at the Inyo National Forest, California Department of Fish 
ard Game, Bristlecone Chapter, CNPS, Eastern Sierra Audubon, and the University of Callfornla 
Cooperative Extension Offices. For further information contact Terry Hicks at the lnyo 
National Forest Supervlw's Office, (6  19) 873-2400. 

Part icipat ion by Chapter members i s  strongly encouraged. 

. . . . . Vince Yoder 
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May 30, 1992, Long Vdlcy 

The morning light, a golden wash, illuminated the contrasts of mountain escarpment and 
valley. Twenty-two of us, some as far away as Weymouth, England and Sacramento joined 
Doris Fredendall to find flowers amidst the sagebrush steppe, alkaline meadows and spring 
sites of Long Valley. Just before heading out we stopped to see the soft pink bursts of "long- 
leaved phlox" (Phlox longifolia), yellows from the " golden forget-me-not" (Cryptantha 
confmjlom) and the bright whites of the "prickly poppyw (Atgemone munita var. rotlcndata) 
dotting the roadside. 

At our fust stop amongst the "low sagen (Artemisia arbuscula) and "bitterbrush" (Ilrrshia 
tridentata) were the delicate branching "summer snow" (&YoP~>)N~ di&sum), yellow "gold 
buttons" (Erigeron uphanactis) and the tawny grass panicles of Melica stida. As we waked 
further from the road we found the rare "Long Valley milk vetch" (Asmgalus johnis  
howdlii) with its small white flowers and another Asrragalus, (Asrragalus purshii) with it's 
chatacteristic fuzzy white seed pods also growing near by. Doris mentioned that if we looked 
closely along the base of a small rise where the soil was a bit moister we might find the 
indigo blue flowering stalks of the "sagebrush delphinium" (Delphinium andemonii). Low 
and behold elated voices brought us together to see the brilliant blue flowers. 

As we walked around the base of the rise the landscape changed from shrubs to an open 
rocky site dotted with wonderful mounds of "mat buckwheat" (Eriogonwn caespitosa), 
"sulphur eriogonum" (Eriogonwn umbellanun) and the round, pink/white flowers of the 
"powder-puff" (Eriogonzun ovalifolium). We then left this Zen-like rock garden to the 
meadows surrounding Little Alkali Lake. 

Hem we were to find the highlight of the day. As we approached the site, we found the 
subtle yellow bead-like flowers of the tiny "pygmy cleomda" (CIeomella brevips), tufts of 
"alkali arrow-grass" (mgolochen cocinna var. debilis) and a few yellow flowers of the 
"meadow hawkbeard" (Crepis nurcinaza ssp. hallii) and in the more open flats, the unique 
"alkiili ivesia" (Ivesia kingii). Ahead, framed by the snow graced Sierra and rippling water 
was a meadow a p e  washed in magenta. We all quickened our pace and were greeted by an 
entire meadow filled with the beautiful "allrali shooting star" (Dodecathem pulchelh). 

After admiring the "shooting stars" and graceful walk of Avocets along the lake sbore, we 
continued to a lunch spot where clear water emerges from flower graced rocks. Latent 
Springs is another unique place that contributes to the diversity of plant communities in Long 
Valley. Within this small oasis, the sagebrush abruptly ends and is replaced by a wet 
meadow interspersed with "blue-eyed grass" (Sisyrinchium halophih) and yellow Potentilla, 
(Potedlla gracilis). The small stream that flows through the meadow is fed by a spring 
encased by hanging rocks covered with lush p w t h  of "scarlet columbine" (Aquikgia 
finnow), and sunny yellow flowers of the "seep spring monkey flower" (Mimulus guttafus). 
Above this wet, rocky drape was "the desert sweet" (Chamacbon'anMa milkflium)). and 
golden current (Riks aunwn). All of us ambled around the meadow and rocks =joying tbc 
varied flowers aad afternoon light. Long Valley with its tapestry of laodscapcs, had given us 
a wonderfur day. 

Anne Halford 
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JUNE 1 3 , t  992, M m r k a  Canyon 

A ml and clear day was the setting for thls well-attended fleld t r l p  led by Mary DeDecker 
and Clem Nelson. Our caravan of vehicles headed east from Independence Park down Mazourka 
Canyon Road, stopplng brlefly at the Owens Valley fault scarp formed In  1872. There was a 
verttcal displacemsnt of 25 feet at some placss I n  the valley. From this vantage point Clem 
pointed out the various granitic plutons which had invaded the lnyo Mountains about 200 my ago 

At our nsxt stop at dolomite cl i f fs i n  Mazour ka Canyon, Mary helped us to identify 
.%zpuk@irtsr~xfrrd)'rl Rixford Rockwort, an indicator of carbonate rocks. Several members of 
the cuctus family were noted along the way, Cottontop, beavertail, M o j m  Mwnd, Engeimann and 
Old Man Cactus. As we wended our way up the myon many stalks of .S?'m&~~k54' Prince's 
Plume,were observed i n  the gravelly wash. Otherwise the canyon was very 6y  and devoid of 
blooms, so we continued upward. 

We took a side road to Senta Rita Flat which is lacsted on top of the Santa Rita Pluton. I t  
afforded us a fine view of the Sierra and the Inyos. Clem pointed out the steeply west-dipping 
Bonanza King dolomite and the Keeler Canyon Limestone which are approximately 50my o ld  
Turnlng around we nad a panoremlc vlew of the Slerra and could I&ntlfy many of our "old frlends" 
whose rocks are m e w h a t  younger, only 100my in age! We became acquainted with Mbmdx~ 
qvksaws, Spiny menodore, as we1 I as a very fr i d l y  itpus m/ifapn~i:us, j weni le 6 ladc - tai lad 
Jtwk. 

Contlnulng upward we passed lnto the Plnyon-Junlper Woodland. The road became steep 
mrow as we traversed heds of stmply dlpplng carbonate rocks. We ate lunch on Badger Flat 

mong the Utah junipers, r/unfp~~us@tmp~~#8: Flowers i n  that area lll~lUded ,Wvfda)rff, 
Great Basin Blue Sage, Arfm/3/bnoyd B r m  Sagebrush, Frasrbpubaru/mt8, Low Green 
Gent ian , and L /hum /w/.s/1, B lue F lax. 

G After lunch wa went south to Tamarack Canyan where we parked the cars and t& a hike. 
On the wsy we enjoyed Pmstmm f lwf is  vc . wsf//Ii/I Aust i n  Penstemon, and P W m m  
qw&us, Showy PenstemonAfter about one-half mile up a winding wash we spied our f irst 
Brlstlecolle Plnes, Plnus/mgmv, whlch are very dktlnctlve and standout from the m l a t e d  
Llmberplnes, P/nusfl$~f//s: We enjoyed seelng m e  good examples of plants which are restricted 
to Qlomite, including the relatively rare M i ~ f h v n u s ~ m / m ,  Rock Goldenrod, and 
f & / m r m  trlj7/&18btus var. mq;wm/s, Moj w e  Mound Cactus. Several members of the 
group c l  Imbed a steep slope to w t  a closer look st the red b l m s  of the latter. 

The field t r ip  m l u b e d  at the parked cers. Al l  members agreed that i t  had been a 
memorable one. 

. . . . . . . . . John Gorham 

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS: 

Jerry Eskew . Independence 
Armin Kaufstein, Bishop 

Steve Mlesel , Mammoth Lakes 

Mark Mlller, Big Pine 
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Pavlik, Bruce M., Muick, Pamela C., Johnson, Sharon and Popper, 

Marjorie. Oaks of California. Published by Cachuma Press and 4 

the California Oak Foundation, 1991. 184 pp. 

As a little girl growing up in California, I recall a real 
fascination with acorns. Many happy hours were spent gathering the 
smooth rounded brown fruit, organizing sizes and playing make 
believe tea party with the caps. It was with real delight, 
therefore, when the comprehensive and beautifully illustrated book 
Oaks of California was released. This book provides not only the 
natural history of the California Oak but includes the human history 
of this important California genus, Quercus. 

The great diversity of the oak is illustrated in the first 
section of the book which individually describes each of the 18 
species (both tree and shrub) of oak in California, Each species is 
discussed in terms of it's identifying characteristics, habitat, 
distribution and special qualities (i.e. unique adaptations to 
drought). 

Two chapters of the book examine in detail the ecology of the 
oak species arld oak communities. Associated plants as well as 
animals and their ecological relationships with California Oak are 
discussed. Many interesting and some astonishing facts are providld 
such as a single scrub jay may bury as many as 5,000 acorns in one 
season and oaks host more gall insects than any other native tree or 

d 
shrub in the western United States. 

One of my favorite chapters of the book examines the role of 
oaks in California's human history beginning with Native American 
use, continuing with pioneer development and concluding with the 
role modern development has played in the reduction of oak habitat 
and what steps are being taken to preserve oaks for future 
generations. 

A guide to 110 of the best places to view the various species 
of native oaks throughout California concludes the book. 

So what do you think I did when I finished reading this book; 
drive up Oak Creek, of course, for a little time with our oak 
locals! The book and the visit with our native oak are highly 
recommended. 

(For additional reading on Native American use of the oak n book 
entitled It Will Live Forever by Bev Ortiz, Berkeley: Heyday Books, 
1991, is suggested. This book contains a comprehensive and detailed 
discussion of traditional acorn gathering and preparation as 
practiced by the Miwok/Paiute people of the Yosemite area.) 
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The CNPS Plant Community Committee (FCC) held a workshop for interested members the 
weekend of June 19-2 1 .  Approximately 40 CNPS members from al l  over the state attended. Twelve 
members of the committee served as trainers and assistants for the participants. 

The purpose of the workshop was to introduce the PCC's proposed methcd for gathering information 
on virtual ly any plant communltv i n  California. Participants were to test the techn~ques and identifv 
potential problems. Eventually , the part iclpants w i 11 serve as trainers among members of their own 
chapters should the chapter be Werested i n  describing a local plant community. 

The workshop was held at the Unlverslty of California James Reserve, which i s  located at an 
elevation of 5500 ft. on Mt. San Jacinto. The reserve's director, Mike Hamilton, welcomed the group with 
a slide show on the diverse plant communities that occur near the Reserve. Many participants stayed i n  
the solar-powered dorm/lodge, while others opted to camp in a clearing near the creek, among the 
flowering Western Azaleas. 

The workshop opened with some remarks from Plant Community Committee Chair, Proissor 
Michael Barbour. He discussed the committee's objectives and activities. The PCC originated from the 
Rare Plant Scientific Advisory Committee's recommendation that CNPS become involved wi th preserving 
plants i n  their natural habitats. Many unique California plant communities are threatened by 
development. To aid i n  the preservation of natural communlties, CNPS members state-wide requested 
"tools." Tools being devised by the PCC include simple field methab for describing a community and an 
updated written guide to the many California plant communities. 

w Next. a commi ttee member d e w  ibed the inventory technique the PCC had developed. The method 
aims to minimize subjectivity and maximize quantitative information. A plot measuring 50 m i n  length 
and 5 m i n  width is  laid out i n  the community to be assessed. Along the 50 m measuring tape that i s  
stretched down the middle of the plot, a reading is  taken at each 0.5 m interval. Al l  species i n  the herb 
layer, the shrub laver, and the tree laver are recorded. Once this i s  completed, the plot i s  surveyed for 
any species that were not recorded along the tape. 

For the workshop, plots were set up i n  grassland, chaparral and forest communities. Participants 
divided themselves into groups of two and each pair had the opportunity to inventory a plot i n  each 
community dur iny the rest of the dg/. When they finished, data were tabulated by committee members 
Results were presented that evening, and the advantages and disadvantages of the methods were discussed. 
There had been wme confusion on the details of recording " l i t ter" in  the herb layer, but overall, most 
youps at- r ived at similar resul!s tor the! plots they inventor led. Many part lc~pants commented favorably 
on the PCC's approach. 

After s few more refinements, i t  appears that the PCC w i l l  have a technique that w i l l  be adopted by 
CNPS as an appropriate method lor gathering iniormat~on on a California plant community. At t h ~ s  point, 
the work - an iterative process - really begins As more information isgatheredon plant communities, 
communl tv characterlstlcs are descr lbed more preciselv. Some "catch-all" communities may then he 
subdivided into distinguishable units, descriptions w i l l  he re-written, and communities on which 
~nlormatlon is vague may be targeted for more work. 

Chapters are being called upon to supply the PCC (or Todd Kwler-Wolf of the Calif. Dept. of Fish 
and Game in  Swamento) with a list of rare communities in their area Anyone with suggestions for 
Eastern Slerra commun~ties that should be considered rare may contact me at 873-3790 In Bishop. 

b 
- Sally Hannlng 



C A L I F O R N I A  NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY - Membership A p p l i c a t i o n  

The California Native Plant Society is an organization of lay persons.and I 
professionals united by an in teres t  in  the plants of California. It is - 
open to a l l .  The Society, working through its local chapters, seeks t o  
increase understanding of California's native flora and to  preserve t h i s  
rich resource for hrture generations. Varied interests are represented. 

Name P.O. or Street 

City State zip---- Phone 

Membership Category: 
Life, Couple $500 I wish to be af f i l ia ted  wi th  the 
Life, Individual 450 Bristlecone Chapter 
Supporting 50 Other 
Household 
Individual or Library 

30 Please make check payable to: 18 
12 California Native Plant Society Student or Retired 

Retired Couple 15 M a i l  to: Bristlecone Chapter, CNPS 

GIFT contribution: Where most 
needed Conservation 

P.O. Box 506 
Independence, CA 93526 

The BRISTLECONE NEWSLETTER comes out bimonthly. I t  is mailed free t o  niembers sf 
the Bristlecone Chapter, CNPS. The subscription is $5.00 per year for others. 
Editor: Mary DeDecker. 
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