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NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 

January 30, 1091, to be announced. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: 

This has been another active, fruitful year--all the way from 
our mininq meetinq and subsequent field trip with the BLM in 
Ridqecrest to our Forest Service meetinq and followinq field trip 
to timber sales and reqeneration areasinthe north--quite a spread. 
Our field trips have been from Darwin Falls in the Coso Range to 
the Tioga Pass area in the Sierra. What we do have in the Eastern 
Sierra and nearby desert ranges is contrast. From below sea level 
to the towerinq Sierra and White Mountains. Good place to live, 

b work and play. 
Well, it's been a pleasure to be your Chapter President aqain 

this past year. And my thanks to all the fine people who help make 
our successes possible. The slate for new officers for next year 
looks excitinq and I predict another lively year for our chapter. 
There is plenty to work on--Water Aqreement DEIR to comment upon; 
BLM Bishop Resource Manaqement Plan to comment upon; oak inventory; 
riparian survey; plant community inventory; investiqate and follow- 
up on DWP in-valley grazing practices; plus an array of field 
trips and chapter meetings. 

So let us support our new officers and help make this our best, 
most active year yet. 

An thanks again for all your help. 

. . . . . . . . . . Vince Yoder 

ANNOUNCEMENT: The Bristlecone Chapter is sponsorinq a field trip 
to be followed by a workshop to better inform the public on critical 
environmental sites in Owens Valley. This is to encouraqe informed 
responses to the DEIR Lon$ Term Groundwater Manaqement Plan. Carla 
Scheidlinqer will conduct both events. The field trip, and 
possibly the workshop, will occur before you receive the newsletter, 
but they will be announced by the news media. The field trip will 
be Saturday, December 8, startinq at 8:30 a.m. in Lone Pine and 
endinq in the Bishop-Laws area. The workshop, to discuss observa- 

L tions made on the field trip, will be on Monday, December 10 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Big Pine tpwn hall. 
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From the edltor: 

Thls 1s to express apologles for belng late wl th  the 
November newsletter. Actually I evadedmyresponsibility by going 
on a t r ip  to northeast Kansas on an extended Thanksgiving holiday. 
The local elections were over , leavlng lnyo County government 
intact. The long nightmare was over--the recall efforts had failed 
so we had the assurance that progress would COnt  inue toward a long 
term water agreement between lnyo County and Los Angeles. Paul 
and I thought we were headed f o r a  relaxing holiday. L i t t led id  we 
know that we were to share in another envlronrnental crlsls. There 
i s  no escaping environmental concerns! This horror story i s  we1 l 
described in  the November 23 issue of the New York Times. (Watch 
for a simi lar one expected to appear In Newsweek.) We shared 
horrif led helplessness wl th  our biologist grandson who Is 
assoclated w l th  the Kansas Herltage Program. He had aleady given 
us a good feel lng for prlzed remnants of the ta l l  grass prairies. Can 
you imagine walking through grasses up to elght feet ta l l? That fine 
pralrle remnant i s  lost forever. Let us hope that the shock waves 
w i l l  effectively further support for such national values. I give 
you the introductory portlon of the article in the New York Times. 

Virgin Prairie Lost  t o  Plow in Kansas 
LAWRENCE Kan. Nov. 23-- The largest remalnlng stretch of vlrgin prairle in  northeast 
Kansas disappeared under the plow thls week after futile attempts by the Nature 
Conservancy and local environmentalists to buy It. 

The plowlng of the 80-Acre Elkins Pralrie was f irst notlced soon after sunrise on 
Sunday and the news qulckly spread to a communlty group that had worked for two years 
to preserve the land, one of the few remalning unspolled pieces of the 200 million acres 
of tall grass pralrle that once covered North America. 

Environmentalists hurried to the site and pleaded with the landowner to stop hls 
actlon. The Douglas County Commlsslon called an emer ncy meeting and after 
negotiating half the night offered to pay the landowner P" 6,000 an acre wlthln six 
months, the equivllant of what developeers had recently paid for nearby land. 

But the owner, Jack Graham, rejected the offer and resumed plowlng. By late Monday 
only a small strip of virgin prairie remained. 

Home to 150 Plant Species 
" It's heart-wrenching," said Joyce Wolf, leader of the group that hed hoped to buy the 

land for an envlronmental education area. "He has stolen a resource from a communlty." 
Mr. Graham, a 39-year-old businessman who bought the land five years ago, declined 

to comment on his actlon. His lawyer, Thomas Murray, said Mr. Graham and his family 
"simply wanted to make their property more producttve," but he would not elaborate. 

Only about 2 percent of he orlglnal tall-grass pralrle In  North Amerlca remalns, and 
Cralg Freeman, mordlntor of the state's Natural Heritage Program said the Elklns 
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Prair ie stretch, about a mile outside this booming college town, was a particularly fine 
example of the complex prairie ecosystem, It was home to 150 specles of plants, 
including two threatened specles, Mead's mtlkweed andrhe western prairte fringed 
orchid. 

Federal plant protection laws do not apply to private property that receives no Federal 
money. 

Additions to our f lora 
As Vince says, th ls  i s  a good place to  live, work and play. Our 

people are s t i l l  finding new or  unexpected species fo r  the region. 
Perhaps the honors for the showiest go t o  Derham Guiliani, our 
entomologist, who i s  always a ler t  fo r  any new plant that h is  insects 
might feed upon. 

I t  was Derham who dlscovered s l  lk-tassel bush, Garrya 
f/avescens ssp. pa//fda thr iv ing a t  about 5000 feet on Haiwee Creek 
of the Sierra Nevada. We had no previous record of i t on the east 
side. He also found a f ine population of giant chain fern, 
Woodwardfa f~inbriatqwhich extended 300 to  400 feet up a spring 

fed slope along Cartago Creek a t  about 5600 feet. Here in Owens 
Valley it i s  hard to  believe that ferns can become so large. 
Temperatures that fa r  south may be moderate enough to  al low 
species not normally found on the Sierra's east side. 

On the valley f loor I was surprised to  f lnd that a modest l i t t l e  
pincushion a t  the Cabin Bar Ranch in Cartago was Chaenactis 
g/abrfuscu/a var. tenuffolfa, a species unknown to  us here. 

Another surprise was to  f lnd that a strange l i t t l e  
P/agfobotMys collected in I974 in the Sweetwater Mountains i s  ,Q 
g/omeratus Th ismaybea f i r s t reco rd fo r  it inCalifornia. A 
col lection th ls  year In the Mammoth Sierra by Mark Bagley appears 
to  be the same specles. I t  must be one which grows a t  a higher 
elevation than the sim i lar P/agiobotkys hfspidus: Many Nevada 
specles come over the l ine and enrich the f lora of eastern Calif  ornia. 

Yet to  be confirmed i s  the occurence of the Bul l f f og  w i l d  pea, 
Lathyrus hitchcockianu.si on the California side of the state l ine i n  
the Grapevine Mountains. Mike Ward, an employee of Death Valley 
National Monument, thinks that he has found it here. A t  present i t ' s  
known populations are mostly confined to  the Bull frog H l l l s  in 
nearby Nevada,allonTImberMountalnorPaintbrushtuffsof 
Pliocene volcanics. 
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Final field trip for I990 
October 6, 1990, Tr ip  to Deep Springs Lake, led by Carla Scheidlinger. 

ABout a dozen CNPS members and friends wound their way w e r  Westgard Pass 
this br ight Saturday morning and converged at the gete of Deep Springs College i n  the 
Deep Springs Valley. We d r w e  past the row of stately elms near the dairy barn, and 
followed a d i r t  road south out of the campus and out into the rangeland of the valley. 
The f i r s t  stop was at a large, f lat boulder about 100 meters from the road, the surface of 
which contained a number of grinding slicks which indicated that Native Americans had 
found this to be a prime site for Indian ricegrass, &yL?psishymm?& The site was 
now dominat ed by Russian thistle, however. Since the cows also seek out ricegrass and 
had trampled the site. 

A I i t t le  further down the valley we stopped i n  an area with very l i t t le  grazing 
impact, dominated by greasewood, sagebrush, and shadscale. Here the ground was crisp 
and somewhat br i t t le  to the touch- - the characteristics of undisturbed cryptogam ic soi I. 

At the lake, we teetered across a series of boards laid across the meandering 
streams that originate a l i t t le  upslope from the Corral Springs, and crossed a saltgrass 
mfacbw to a ridge of granite boulders that werluoks a slough and freshwater marsh that. 
back on the hillside. A couple of Indian homesites were found: circles of stones bui l t  into 
a low wall, about eight feet i n  diameter. Here also were several lnldan hunting blinds, 
from which bighorn sheep must have been taken as they descended to water. There were 
a varlety of cactus growing on this ridge, along with shrubs and perennial herbs 
characteristic of desert alluvial fans. 

Few plants were i n  bloom at this time of year, but the vegetation i n  and around 
the numerous ponds and streams was lush and green. Watercress ( N61fturtium 
offic~#a/d was abundant, and monkeyflowers ( Mimu/us~ftdtus>, noddlng bur- 
marigold ( B~it,nscwnud, and valley epilobium ( fpi/ubiumci/iatum) were found i n  
flower. Shadscale bushes were common, and the plnk-tinged f ru i ts  were lovely. 
Transitions were rapid from one community to another--alluvial fans, shadscale scrub, 
alkali meadow, freshwater marsh, and freshwater seep--which made for a varied 
exposure to many habitats. While crossing the stream originating from one of the 
Buckhorn Springs, near a small g r w e  of Tam~rk, we spotted one of the rare Deep 
Springs black toads. Thts sprecies i s  confined to the Deep Springs Valley, and has i ts  
nearest relatives I n  the Yasemite region. Also found was Spartin~grmi/is, the alkali 
cordgrass, rare  i n  this region. 

The lake area was a wonderful place to explore and botanize, even this late In the 
fall. We agreed It would be very worthwhile to return w i n  i n  the spring for another 
tr ip. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . Carla Scheidllnger 

CONSERVATION NOTES 

Reinhackle Spring i s  probably the only major one left on the valley which 
has not been permanently affected in a major way b y  pumping. Even after four years of 4 
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severe drought i t has a flow which must be &out 1.5 cubic feet per second or more 
( 1 000 acre feet per year) --a major spring indeed. 

But we read on page 16-34 and 35 of the Draft Envlrlnmentral Impact 
Report (DEIR) for the proposed Long-term Water Management Plan thet: "New wells In 
The I ndependence-Symmes- Balrs area may reduce or eliminate the flow from 
Reinhackle Spring and impact vegetation dependent upon the flow from that Spring. In 
addition to lowering of the water table, flow from Relnhackle Spring could be reduced 
because of groundwater production from the lower aquifer zone. Results from the OLB 
model and an ideependent hydrograph analysis by Hutchison ..... lndicate that flow from 
Relnhackle Spring may be reduced or dry up during dry preriods with low runoff and 
high pumping.' A suggested mitigation measure follows whlch is l f fy  at best. 

This i s  clearly unsatisfactory. Reinhwkle Speing i s  the last major spring 
i n  the valley. I t  must be preserved as a remnant and example of the former abundant 
springs which made the valley more than a desert. Waters from the spring feed a large 
wet meadow which i s  not only vauable to local plants and wildlife but it i s  very 
necessary to keep the meadows i n  good condil .tion for the rancher who leases the area. 
Any major decreses, let alone cessation of water flow here would be a disaster 
ecologically and must not be allowed to happen. 

The City must be required to relocate the three proposed well sites shown 
on page 16-25 in  the DElS to locations which w i l l  help to give continued flow from this 
important asset i n  our valley. Please help to make this clear at the public meetings. 
Thank you. 

. . . . . . . . . . V 1 nce Y oder 
lBim$ikWWW~ 

We are happy t o  announce the fol lowing new members in this issue :  

A.D. and Susan Des Baillets, Lee V in ing  
K i t t y  Page, Mammoth  Lakes 

T. A. Saw insk i ,  Mammoth  Lakes 
E m i l i e  St rauss,  Oakland 

Bob W i l l i a m s  Nursery, Indio 

It appears t h a t  w e  neg lec ted  t o  l i s t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e m b e r s  w h o  
joined early this year, so we hereby name them wi th  our apologies: 

Marty Berbach, Independence 
Dav id  Jim Bradney, Las Vegas, NV  

L a r r y  Nahm, Bishop 
Imelda Nee, R idgec res t  

WE extend a l l  o f  the above a warm welcome and urge our active 
members t o  do the same in a l l  chapter qatherfngs. Cheers1 



Page 6 

FLOWERS NOTED ON HUNTER HOUNTAIW, SPRING 1990 

APIACEAE (Parsley Family) 
AwIiw Iimriilb 
L unrStum tmW~#t var . p@risIh'i 

Tall angelica 
Parish parsley 

Big Sagebrush 
Large-flwered pincushion 
Mountain hawksbeard 
Western hawksbeard 
Woolly daisy (Yellow) 
Showy goldenbush 
Nevada Golden-eye (immature) 

BORAGINACEAE (Borage Family) 
Crgpt!nt& circumim Capped cryptantha 

BRASSICACEAE (Mustard Family) 
,drabis puIchr8 va r . gr.wiIis 
frpimum capialum 

Prince's rock-cress 
Wallflower 

CACTACEAE (Cactus Family) 
Opuntu erirr~lrcc9 va r . eri- Mojave prickly pear 

Mountain snowberry 

Mountain goosefoot 

EPHEDRACEAE (Ehpedra or M o r m n  Tea Family) 
EpIkdra viridis Green ephedra or Morman tea 

EUPHORBIACEAE (Spurge Family) 
fuphrbia #I&mrgid Rattlesnake weed 

Case milk-vetch 
Narrow-leaved lotus 
Palmer 1 upi ne 
Bush lupine 

HYDROPHYLLACEAE (Waterleaf or  Phacelia Family) 
&ma aretoirks 
PkeIia fremnfii 

Pink nama 
Yellow throats 

LAMIACEAE (Mint Family) 
Mmrd??I8 Iimid?~ ssp. Iimi&s 

Panamint maripma 
Bl ue die ks 

Tehachapi m a l l w  
Apricot mallow 
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OROBANCHE (Broomrape Family) 
Uru&mk faicuk& 

PAPAVERACEAE (Poppy Family) 
Arpmm munits 

POLYGONACEAE (Buckwheat Family) 
f f  ikgwnum fmicuI81um s p . pIelium 
Rumx~IictX?Ii~ 

SCIXIFRWEAE (Saxifrage Family) 
M&s ~wIdinum 

SOLANACEAE (Nightshade Family) 
9I~num s8nti 

Little w i r y  primrose 
Brown-@ primrose 
Summer snow 
White desert primrose 

Mountain strangler 

Creeping wildrye 
l ndian ricegrass 

Star Gilia 
Nevads small gilia 
Prick1 y phlox 
Tehachapi linanthus 
Stansbury phlox 

&e buckwheat 
Wilow dock 

Snov bush 
Desert ceanothus 

Desert almond 
Desert bitter brush 
Wild rose 

Bushy bedst raw 

Plateau gooseberry 

Clokey paintbrush 
Buckskin keckiella 
Palmer penstemon 
&e plant, desert tipwort 

Desert rnountai n nightshade 

*It i s  possible that this Lotus will be at lesst a new variety when studies on that genus are 
completed. 

NINE We expbct to sckdule o f idd t r i p  to Hunter Mountain next season, so wve this plant l i s t  
for that &on. Mia hm different the flon thew i s  from t b  of  neighboring desert ranpa. 
This site was burned several years ago. It i s  a granite area. 



CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY - Membersh ip  A p p l i c a t i o n  

The C a l i f o r n i a  Native Plant  Soc ie ty  is m organiz8tion of l a y  persons and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  uni ted  by m i n t e r e s t  i n  the  p l a n t s  of Cal i fornia .  It is 
open to  a l l .  The Society, working through its local chepters ,  s eeks  to  
i n c r e a s e  understanding of C a l i f o r n i a ~ s  na t ive  f l o r a  and t o  p r e w r v e  t h i s  
r i c h  resource  f o r  fu tu re  generations. Varied i n t e r e s t s  are represented.  

Name P.O. or S t r e e t  

C i ty  S t a t e  z i p  Phone 

Membership Category: 
L i fe ,  Couple $500 I wish t o  be a f f i l i a t e d  with t h e  
Li fe ,  Individual  450 Bris t lecone Chapter 
Supporting 50 Other 
Household - 
Individual  or Library 

30 Please make check payable t o t  18 
Student  or Retired 12 Cal i fornia  Native P lan t  Socie ty  

Retired Couple 15 hi1 t o t  Br is t lecone Chapter, CNPS 

GIFT contr ibut ion:  Where most P.0. Box 506 

needed Conservation Independence, CA 93526 - 

The BRISTLECONE NEWSLETTER comes o u t  bimonthly. It is mailed free t o  members of 
t h e  Br i s t l econe  Chapter, CNPS. The subsc r ip t ion  is $5.00 per  year  f o r  o thers .  
Ed i to r :  Mary DeDecker. 
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