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NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 
September 26, 7 : 3 0  pm, at the White 
Mountain Research Station on East 
Line Street. Robert Holland of the 
Dept. of Fish & Game's Nonqame 
Heritage Program will speak to us or. 
"Wetland Communities in lnyo County, 
their inventory and Preservation". 
Come to be informed on this vital 
and timely issue. 

. T h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  Owens V a l l e y  h a v e  b e e n  a r g u i n g  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  
o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  a b o u t  w a t e r  e x p o r t s  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  
T h e  l o s s  of s u r f a c e  w a t e r s  f r o m  streams a n d  s p r i n g s  was  bad  e n o u g h  b u t  
when pumping  b e g a n  i n  e a r n e s t  by t h e  C i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 7 0 s  t o  f i l l  a 
s e c o n d  a q u e d u c t ,  t h e  V a l l e y  b e g a n  t o  d r y  up .  C o u r t  a c t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  
b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  b e t w e e n  t h e  C o u n t y  a n d  t h e  C i t y  a s  e a c h  s o u g h t  t o  g a i n  
or  r e t a i n  t h e  a d v a n t a g e .  The  l i t i g a t i o n  seemed  as  i f  i t  c o u l d  b e  e n d -  
less. 

S o  t h e  C i t y  a n d  t h e  C o u n t y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  was  t i m e  t o  a t  l e a s t  
make t h e  e f f o r t  t o  f a s h i o n  a w a t e r  mana3ement a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  wou ld  p r o -  
v i d e  t h e  C i t y  w i t h  w a t e r  ( n o t  a n  u n l i m i t e d  a m o u n t )  a n d  y e t  p r e s e r v e  
w h a t  was  l e f t  o f  t h e  V a l l e y ,  i f  n o t  g r a d u a l l y  r e s t o r e  i t  t o  a s e m b l a n c e  
o f  i ts  f o r m e r  s e l f .  

T h i s  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e d  many y e a r s  o f  t e c h n i ~ ~ ~ l  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  i t  i s  
b e l i e v e d  w i l l  h e l p  e n a b l e  h o t h  a g e n c i e s  t o  e v a l u a t e  s o i l  w a t e r  l o s s  f o r  
v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  t o  a g r e e  upon a y e a r l y  p i m p i n g  p rogram a n d  vo lume  of e x -  
p o r t  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  stress t h e  p l a n t s  o n  t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
o f  e x t i r p a t i o n .  

T h e r e  are  t h o s e  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  who wou ld  s t o p  i n  i t s  t r a c k s  t h i s  p r o -  
cess t o  a c h i e v e  a n  a g r e e m e n t ,  a n d  u r g e  r e i n s t i r u t - i o n  o l  t h e  c o u r t  h a t -  
t l e s  a s  t h e y  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  C o u n t y  is c a p a b l e  o f  m a t c h i n g  t h e  C i t y ' s  
w i t s  i n  j o i n t  management  o f  o l j r  w a t e r .  However ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  t o  a c h i e v e  
a n  a g r e e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  unde rway  now f o r  some s i x  y e a r s .  Yuch money,  t ime>, 
w o r k , s o u l  s e a r c h i n g ,  e t c .  h a s  b e e n  e x p e n d e d  t o  a r r I . v e  a t  a w o r k a b l e  
a g r e e m e n t .  T h e  d r a f t  E I R  is s o o n  t o  b e  i s s u e d  f o r  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  and  
comment .  T h e  p u b l i c  c a n  s o o n  make a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  d e c i s i o n  as t o  whe- 
t h e r  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  a re  v i a b l e ,  how t o  i m p r o v e  the rn ,o r  e v e n  s t o p  t h e  
p r o c e s s  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  B u t  t o  t h r o w  away t h e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s  work  with- 
o u t  e v e n  d o i n g  t h i s  is be ing  a r b i t r a r y  a n d  s h o r t s i g h t e d .  We u r g e  t h : ~ t  
we s p e n d  s i x  m o n t h s  m o r e  t o  l o o k  a t  wha t  is p r e s e n t e d  a n d  t h e n  d e c i d e  
w h a t  t o  d o .  
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If the process is stopped now the City can go back to court and 
say "Look, we tried, but the County doesn't even want to work with us. 
We tried in good faith and look what happened." Then the City could 
plead hardship as it has done before in a drought and likely get what 
it wants without our having any persuasive input. 

Let's continue with the agreement efforts first, then litigate 
if necessary. 

. . . . . . . . . Vince Yoder 

FIELD TRIPS 

AUWST 1 1: Alabama Hills riparian area. Leader: Vince Yoder. 
Meet at 9:00 am on Lubkin Creek Road at its inter- 
section with Hwy 395. This is  about 4.5 miles south 
of the center of Lone Pine. Bring the usual lunch, water, 
and a change of shoes. This am be a wet, mu66/ walk. 
Also bringa of the plant l ist i n  the November, 1989, 
issue of the Newsletter. The general public is  most 
welcome. There wi l l  beflawers. 

SEPTEMBER 15: Tim P8ss-Saddlebq Lake area. Leader: Mark Bagley. 
There are many interesting hikes i n  this area Our 
exact destination wi l l  depend on late muting reports. 
Although Septwcrber is late for wildflawers we'll try to 
see as many as we can nnd compensate by enjoying the 

magnifiamt scenery. This w i l l  be an easy to m e a t e  hike 
of 2 to 4 miles round-trip, at elevations above 9 ,000 feet. 
Bring a day pack wlth water, lunch, clothes for hot or cold, 
sunscreen, and walking shoas. Meet Saturw at 9 3 0  am at 
the junction of Tioge Pass Road ( Hwy 120) and the turnoff to 
Saddlebag Lake. 

NOTE: Field t r ip  chairman, Doris F redendall, would welcome ideas for an October trip. Do you 
have a favorite place for a fall trip? 



FIELD TRIP REPORTS 
- 

b 

HAY 26, Joshua Flats, lnyo Mountalns. 
A group of  about 15 of' us had The opportruntty t o  spend a flne, cloudy 

morning i n  the mgnif lcent lnyo Mountains. 
Heading eat on the Death Valley Road we particularly enjoyed finding 

the Austln penstemon (Penstemon t7widus var. ductkii) and three hearts 
( TTjCcrdid watsonii). On a stop overlooking a f la t  of winterfat  
( L2rdtoldes /'&a) Mary DeDecker called attent ion to a barren st r ip  
parallel t o  the road across the f la t  from which vegetation had been 
removed without a permit from the Forest Service. It was an example of 
the County Road Department's freequent overuse of equipment at the 
expense of native plants. An effort  was being made to  set up an 
appointment w i t h  the Director of Public Works to discuss the problem. 

Arriving at Joshua Flats we climbed up a slope through the Joshua 
Woodland , where we found a good flower display. There was an abundance 
of small Englemann cacti ~f~-hint~eereu~~n~~e/n7dnnii) w i t h  br i l l iant  
magenta flowers, deep orange desert mariposas ( L-J/L?L-~L?~~uJ k'ennrqVi), 
and perky l i t t l e  gold buttons ( Er~ipon dph~nd~~trls) among a variety of 

C 

blooms. 
Judginq by the abundance of flowering shrubs, cacti and herbs, we 

b 
realized chat the lnyo Mountains continue to support a wide variety of 
plant l i f e  even in  drought years. Our leader, Doris Fredendall, knew just 
where t o  f ind them. It was a delightful day. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathy Duval, Bishop 

June 23, Wyman Canyon, White Mountains 
A group of seven in  four 4-wheel-drive vehicles assembled at 

Schulman Grove i n  the White Mountains for a t r ip  down Wyman Canyon. We 
had decided to make it a one-day t r ip  rather than an overnighter. The 
group was led by Paul and Mary in their sturdy Toyota which negot~ates 
desert canyon roads 1 ike a mountain sheep. 

Beginning a t  elevation 10,100 feet, Wyman Canyon descends to 6,800 
feet where i t  exi ts onto the fans of Deep Springs Valley. The gorge 
provides a fascinating transect of the eastside 'White Mounta~ns flora. The 
road is fa i r ly  gradual and high clearance i s  neeaed only at  a com!e ijf the 
many stream crossings in  the lower por t~on of the canyon. We noted that 
there was surface f low in  the %tream starting at elevation 7.900 feet and 

- continuing down t o  the fanhead. There was a f low of a t  \east 1 GO GPM for 
most of the stream reach beiow 7,900 feet. Some of the more Interesilnq 
discoveries were: 

b Trtfu/ium mofloense(Mono c lover 1 l0,lOO f t .  
St&v comata (Needle and thread grass) 8,800 f t. 
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Pteryxjiapetrea (Rock pteryxia) 8,500 f t. 
fr/ogonumfupfnum ( Limberpine buckwheat) 8,500 f t .  
Townsendfa scaplgefa (Ground-dai sy 8,500 f t. 
Sa/vla dofrU var. c/okeyi (Clokey blue sage) 7,900 f t. 
Penstemonf/ofidusvar. austhir'(Austin penstemon) 7,900 f t .  
Potenti//a saxosa (Rock potentilla) 6.800 f t. 

Mary noted a very large mountain mahogany in side canyon. The group 
estimated i t s  girth a t  over 8 feet. Doris Fredendall is familiar with the 
canyon and showed the group some very interesting habitats. Even though 
some species were missing from the canyon , probably due to the drought, 
It. was a most productive trip. 

. . . . . . . . . . . john Gibson, Frtsno 
* * * * * * * Y * * * * * * * C * *  

NATURAL AREAS AND YOSEMITE: 
FOR THE FUTURE 

A Global Issues Symposium Joining the 1 7th 
Annual Natural Areas Confeeretrce with the 

Yosemite Centennial Celebration. 

October 1 3- 1 4, 1 990 Yosemi te National Park 

October 14- 19, 1990 Sheraton Conference Center, 
Concord, California 

October 19, 1900 San Francisco Hi1 ton Hotel 
San Francisco, California 

This conference, to  take place at the above locations, promises - 
to be an inspiring series. Outstanding speakers w i l l  be 
featured. For brochures or further information call Jerry 
Edelbrook, Symposium Cooprdinator a t  (41 5) 556-1 009. 
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RATIONAL PROTECTION FOR OWENS VALLEY, con t lnued. 
by Greg James, lnyo County Counsel and Water Director 

The environmental effects of this proposed agereement and a1 l significant adverse impacts 
w i l l  be described i n  an environmental report ( EIR) now being prepared by EIP Associates of 
San Francism, together with Los Angeles and Inyo Oxmty. This EIR must ldentlfy a mitigation 
measure for each past and future signillcant mvtronmental Impact. The content of this EIR must 
be acceptable to the Cwnty, and lny0 wil l  only a p t  a document that is in full compliance with 
all laws and cwr t  orders. 

Once adraft EIR Ismpleteb, i t  wl l l  be made svaliable for public review and comment for a 
90-day period. Several public meetingson the draft wi l l  be heldduring this period. Following 
this review, a flnal EIR wi l l  be prepared which wil l  address all comments that are received. 

Only after completion of the final EIR, andafter the public meetings on the El f i  and the 
agreement, w l l l  the Board of Supervisors mnsider approval of' the agreemetri. A f ma: decision 
probahiy wl l l  not be made until near the end of 1 990. 

3ne of the strongest safeguards the agreement offers IS that i t  wi l l  be an enformr; ie final 
court judgment. B e c a w  of this, the goals which we the hesrt of the agrwrne~t w l i l  be 
extremely difficult to change or disregard. While the paremotrnt goals w I l l  be prottxted from 
change, there must be an ability to revise the methods of xhieving the gmls whenever they can 
be improved. Thus, i f  conditions, studies, or research indicate that the methods should be 
changed to better attain the goals, the agreement contains provisions for their modification w 
replacement. Norever , i f  there is disagfwmerrt wer the rleed for studies or a change k-I 
methods, the agreeement provides for rapid and binding dispute rrmlutim. 

Ammg the methods for protecting vegetation are proivisions for turning off we1 \s If soil - water available to vegetation is projected to fall below the estimated needs of the vwta t  i00 - These were developed using the best avaiiable infomalion from !,he studies. Their purmd .; to 
prevent damage to the valley floor vegegatioii. Siona? 1988, many wells hme k e n  rilrned oif 
under these provisions, and through agreement, many more t w e  heen t u r m  off iir an 3tfempt to 
further protect vegetation. 

Even with these wells off, due to the drought, water tables lowwed b pur~lping on kcme arms 
hiwe not recovered suffkiently to raplenlsh the soil water available to valley flmr v~s;)r?!at ion. 
[his has occurred at a time when precipitation, the vegetation's pimary source of water , has 
b m  inadequate during the p t  three years to supply the water n& of the v,gAalian, i he 
effects of this lack of precipitation are obvious to all who observe !hc valley fimr or the a l luv id  
slopes which rise from the valley to the moluntains. 

Except far an area of approximately 300 acres near Five Bridges, the ef fat on vegetat wn of 
goundwaier- pumping during the past three years are not as obv~ous, f her-ef'ore the C;uunty is, 
hss, and wl l l  continue to make every effort to document whether or not the ckqrtw ui ilecr- or. 
change In vegetation in areas affected by groundwater pumptng has been greater than in 
vegetation affected only by the drought. I f  decreases or changes have occurred due to 
groundwater pumping that are inamsistent with the goals of the weement , !he County w ~ l l  do 
everything passible to seek restoration of the affected vegetation through mitiytion. 

Also, in  an attempt to avoid a recurrence of these W i t  ions, the W n t v  hes invoked the 
provision of the popasd qreement that allows for modification ot rneth& of achieving its 
primary goals. The County is Wiy e more conservative approach to futlrre groundwater 
management. I t  has called for managemmt to allow waier tables to r w e r  to the rmt iq zones 
of vegetation, and be maintained there unt i) extensiva studies have determined whetiw 
groundwater pumping has, or has not, resulted in decreases and changes in vegetation. 

The County's position is that i f  no such decreases or changes have occurred, operation of the 
existing well tuns-on and turn-off prwisioons can resume. However, i f  decreases or changes 
inconsistent with the goals of the agreement are documented, the well turn-OR and turn-off 
provisions must be permanently modified or replaced to avoid a recurrence of such vegetation 
damage. The County wi l l  approve theagreement only i f  i t  contains this policy or 
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same acceptable variation of It. 
Wlthout doubt, there Is much uncertainty and many challenges facing both Inyo County and 

Los Angeles in the coming months, but I belleve that i t  just doesn't make sense to renounce the 
agrreement and submit the valley's fate to the m r t s  at thls time. 

I m ' t  predlct the future, but Las Angeles' willingness to turn off wells and abide by other 
provisions of the agreement during this prolonged drought, recent changes in the water 
management hierarchy in Los Angeles, and a p i n g  awareness of the value of our global 
environment, all give cause for hope that a comgrehensive. le~elly adequate EIR. and a strong 
environmentally protective agreement can be realized. 

I f  these accomplishments are not satisfactorily achieved through discussion 8nd negotiation in  
thecoming months, the timewill berlght to OtICeagainenter into battle. If, hawever, there is 
stiaxs, long-term protection of the valley w i l l  be virtually guaranteadand a costly, protracted 
legal and legislative fight with an uncertain outcome for the valley's environment can be 
avoided. 

NOTE: The above was taken from the WATER REPORTER, VOL. 3, NO. 3,APRIL 26, 1990, by the 
Inyo County Water Department. 

TENSE TIMES IN lNYO 

The above-mentioned EIR is  expected to  be released for public comment 
near mid-August. This EIR is  to satisfy a request by the appellate court 
that Los Angeles prepare an EIR on i t s  water gathering project for the 
second aqueduct. That request was made in 1973. In the meantime, Los 
Angeles has submitted two EIR documents to the court. 00th were 
rejected as inadequate. The court has allowed a long delay since 
then to allow negotiations to procede between the two parties. Part of the 
proposed agreement has been that the EIR would be prepared jointly by 
l nyo and Los Angeles. 

The Bristlecone Chapter, along wi th most long-standing 
environmentally oriented individuals and organizations have strongly 
encouraged the negotiation process. We have made our wishes known as to 
what an agreement should cover, and we expect to participate in the EIR 
hearings. l nyo negotiators have responded to our concerns. 

On the other hand, there is  agressive opposition to any agreement 
w t th Los Angeles. Several groups have organized under the high 
sounding names of "Eastern Sierra Envcironmental and Water Copnsewat ion 
Association", "Friends of the Eastern Sierra", and "People who love Owens 
Valley". Theiir chief objective Is  to prevent any agreement, so they attack 
anyone who supports that effort. It seems that it i s  easier, or more fun, 
t.o plant suspicion t.han to glve poslttve input. These people have 
succeeded In gett.lng 25% of the affected supervisorial dist.rict voters to 

G sign recall petitions against the three supervisors who were not up for 
reelectlon thls year. So recall elections w i l l  be held In November. Their 
primary objecive i s  to get r i d  of Greg James and his highly qualified staff 
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In The Water Department. The dtssenters Insist that the only solutlon Is 
to go to  court to  achieve control of our water. The fact is that this 
agreement,if adopted, w i l l  have t o  be approved by the court t o  be valid. 

Whatever happens, it is a turning point in the history of Owens Valley. 
To those of us who have been pushing for a reasonable solution after most 
of a century of conflict, i t seems like a never ending nightmare. 

CONSERVATION CORNER 

We agree with the Eastern Sierra Chapter of the Audubon Society that ' 
the C l  ty of Bishop and the County of lnyo should recognize wet lands as 
belng speclat and worth saving In our desert environment. The Bristlecone 
Chapter has been recording and speaking up for wet land habitats for a long 
tlme, so we are glad to see this push to protect them. 

Audubon Is protesting development of acreage on the edge of Bishop. 
There are plenty of already disturbed, vacant, dry parcels around and near 
the local communities which could be developed. Let's work toward their - use f i rst  and save our wetlands for their biological values and the 

G natural beauty that they inherently have 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  VinceYoder 

* * * * * * * * * * *  
CHEERS TO OUR NEW MEMBERS: 

Barrie Freeman, Lee Vining 
Lyn and Ralph ~aber, Mammoth 

A NEW EXOTIC IN THE INYO MOUNTAINS 
It took a visitor, Nlgel Hancock of Las Alamitas , to  discover a strange 

l i t t le  "Ranunculus" a t  a spring on Santa Rita Flat. It turns out t o  be 
Cefatocepha/us testicu/atus(Cranz ) Rot h, also known as Rdnuncu/us 
testicu/atus Cranz. Munz lists it in his supplement. I t is a tiny annua I ,  
4 to 7 cm tall, a tuft of leaves which are divided into narrowly i inear 
parts. The minute petals are ye1 low and the distinctive achenes have a 

- beak twice the length of the body. 
The specles has been introduced from the Old World, apparently 

+ reaching lnyo by way of Lassen and Modoc counties and the Walker River in 
Mono County. We hope it w i l l  not become a nuisance plant. 



CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY - Membership Application 
The California Native Plant Society is an organization of lay persons and 
professionals united by an interest in the plants of California. It is 
open to all. The Society, working through its local chapters, seeks to 
increase understanding of California's native flora and to presewe this 
rich resource for future generations. Varied interests are represented. 

Name P.O. or Street 

City State zip Phone 

Membership Category: 
Life, Couple $500 1 wish to be affiliated with the 
Life, Individual 450 Bristlecone Chapter 
Supporting 50 Other 
Household 
Individual or Library 

30 
Please make check payable to: 18 

Student or Retired 12 
California Native Plant Society 

Retired Couple 15 Mail to: Bristlecone Chapter, CNPS 

GIFT contribution: Where most 
P.O. Box 506 

needed Conservation 
Independence, CA 93526 

The BRISTLECONE NGWSLETTER comes out bimonthly. It is mailed free to members of 
the Bristlecone Chapter, CNPS. The subscription is $5.00 per year for others. 
Editor: Mary DeDecker. 

Calirorr?ia Native Plant Society 

' 6 C  'Jest Pavilion Street 
'?dependence, CA 93526 
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