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There will be no meetings in July and
August. In lieu of field trips during
the summer, scouting trips to check
on rare plant distribution will take
place. Those who wish to become in-
voived should contact Vince Yoder,
876-L4275.

President's message:

Al though we appear to be a little less active during the summer, we should
remember the need for our vigilance must continue unabated. And this can
be expressed effectively in letter writing. The extent of the government's
retreat from its duties to protect the Tands from environmental destruction
is appalling. The collective voice of CNPS members can be considerable
when letters flood to legislators and officials at all levels of government.
The voice of the people is still strong, but we must keep shouting to be
heard. So take up pen and paper and keep the letters flowing, even in the
summer .

---Vince Yoder

FIELD TRIP REPORT

The field trip of May 28-30 was an enjoyable experience for those who
showed up. It was like another world as we had the Eureka Dunes all to
ourselves, and only a helicopter broke the silence in the Last Chance
Mountains. The small number in the group allowed flexibility for visit-
ing rare sites. Among the interesting plants observed were:

Astragalus lentiginosus var. micans (Eureka milk-vetch)
Astragalus panamintensis (Cliff milk-vetch)

Buddleja utahensis (Utah buddleja)

Cercocarpus intricatus (Little-leaf mahogany)

Chaetadelpha wheeleri (Dune broom)

Chamaesyce ocellata, formerly Euphorbia ocellata (valley spurge)
Cleome sparsifolia (Naked cleome)

Cymopterus gilmanii (Gilman cymopterus)

Dedeckera eurekensis (Dedeckera or July gold)

Dicoria canescens ssp. clarkae (Clark dicoria)

Echinocereus triglochiadus var. mojavensis (Mojave mound cactus)
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Enceliopsis nudicaulis (Nevada sunray)

Forsellesia nevadensis (Nevada forsellesia)

Gilia campanulata (Bell gilia)

Hecastocleis shockleyi (Prickle-leaf)

Leucelene ericoides (Heath daisy)

Mimulus rupicola (Rock-midget)

Notholaena jonesii (Jones cloakfern)

Penstemon calcareus (Limestone penstemon)

Penstemon fruticiformis (Desert mountain penstemon)
Salvia funerea (Death Vvalley sage)

Scopulophila rixfordii (Rixford rockwort)

Tricardia watsonii (Three-hearts)

Viguiera reticulata (Golden-eye)
% % % % % % * % ¥ %
NEW SITES REPORTED

Hulsea vestita ssp. inyoensis (Inyo hulsea) in the gorge of Rock Creek,
southern Mono County, by Dean Wm. Taylor. This must be its most northerly
known site.

Leucophysalis nana, formerly Chamaesaracha nana Green-spotted nightshade),
roadside on the south fork of Bishop Creek below Andrew's Resert. This,
apparently the first report from Inyo County, was discovered by a U.C.

~ Riverside Extension Class being taught by Mary DeDecker.

Phoenicaulis cheiranthoides ssp. cheiranthoides (Dagger pod) is known
from the Bishop Creek drainage. What may be a new site was found on the
south fork above Habegger's Resort by the same U.C. Riverside Extension
Class. The first known siting in the Inyo Mountains was reported by Mary
DeDecker from the Harkless Flat area.

* % % % * % % ¥ % % &

BOTANICAL JOURNALS
Items of interest in the April issue of MADRGNO, Vol. 30, No. 2, are:

VEGETATION OF THE ALABAMA HILLS REGION, INYO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,

by Vincent Yoder, Michael G. Barbour, Robert S. Boyd, and Roy A.
Woodward. A discussion of vegetation in the Alabama Hills, based
on an on-going data gathering project by our president, Vince Yoder.

NOTEWORTHY COLLECTIONS includes two from the Kingston Range in the

far southeast corner of Inyo County. One is Brickellia knappiana,
currently under review for Federal listing as threatened or endangered.
A need for more study is suggested. The other is Selinocarpus neva-
densis (Nyctaginaceae), a first report from California. These are
from Steve Castagnoli, Greg De Nevers, and R. Doug Stone, Kingston
Range Resource Survey, Environmental Field Program, U.C. Santa Cruz.

BRITTONIA 35 (1), 1983, has published NEW NOMENCLATURAL COMBINATIONS IN
THE NORTH AMERICAN PERENNIAL TRITICEAE (GRAMINEAE) by Douglas R. Dewey

of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Utah State University, Logan Utah.

g
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It changes the names of grasses in our region as follows:

Agropyron parishii Scribn. & Smith to Elytrigia parishii (Scribn..& Smith)
D. R. Dewey. "Parish wheatgrass".

Agropyron smithii Rydb. to Elytrigia smithii (Rydb.) Nevski. 'Western
wheatgrass''.

Agropyron spicata (Pursh) Scribn. & Smith to Elytriqgia spicata (Pursh)
D. R. Dewey. "Bluebunch wheatgrass'.

Elymus cinereus Scribn. & Merr. to Leymus cinereus (Scribn. & Merr.) A.
Love. '"Ashy wildrye',

Elymus condensatus Presl to Leymus condensatus (Presl) A. L&ve. '"Big
wildrye'.

Elymus salina M. E. Jones to Leymus salinae (M. E. Jones) A. Love.
"Saline wildrye".

Elymus triticoides Buckl. to Leymus triticoides (Buckl.) Pilger. ‘'Creep-
ing wildrye'.

k% % % * % % k % k *

WHERE TO WRITE

In 1Tine with our president's message, we list the names and addresses of
our national and state legislators.

National: Senator Alan Cranston State: Senator H. L. Richardson
Senate Office Building State Capitol
Washington, DC 20510 Sacramento, CA. 95814
Senator Pete Wilson Assemblyman Phillip D.
Senate Office Building , Wyman
Washington, DC 20510 State Capitol

Representative Jerry Lewis Sacramento, CA. 95814

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Representative Rick Lehman
House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Do form the habit of writing. Commend them when they do well. Object when
they do not. Be courteous and reasonable in stating your stand. Be brief
and to the point. Proper timing is vital. Write before the action is
taken. Mention a specific bill and its number when applicable.

* % *k * X Kk ¥ % % x %

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

David Attenborough, British zoologist and former Director of Programmes
for all BBC television, ends his book, '"Life on Earth" with the following
paragraphs:

"This last chapter has been devoted to only one species, ourselves.
This may have given the impression that somehow man is the ultimate
triumph of evolution, that all these millions of years of development
have had no purpose other than to put him on earth. There is no
scientific evidence whatever to support such a view and no reason to
suppose that our stay here will be any more permanent than that of the
dinosaur. The processes of evolution are still going on among plants
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and birds,

insects and mammals.

So it is more likely that if men

were to disappear from the face of the earth, for whatever reason,
there is a modest, unobtrusive creature somewhere that would develop-
into a new form and take our place.

But although denying that we have a special position in the natural
world might seem becomingly modest in the eye of eternity, it might
also be used as an excuse for evading our responsibilities.
that no species has ever had such wholesale control over everything

on earth, living or dead, as we now have.
we like it or not, an awesome responsibility.

The fact

That lays upon us, whether
In our hands now lies

not only our future, but that of all other living creatures with whom

we share the earth."

* ¥ k% K* x K% * ¥ k% X *

NEW MEMBERS

We enter our second year with 12 new members, whom we heartily welcome.

Please add them to the roster in the April

Annable, Carol

Crowther, Pat and Jack
Foster, Steven & Meredith
Hardin, Paul & Lois
Henry, Mary Ann
Lipp, Tom & Ulla
McPherson, Emily
Mowman, Dorothy
Roth, Lilli
white, Jeffrey & Annette

white, Malcom

Woyshner, Mark

issue.
L4223 Chatham Circle #2 (702)
Las Vegas, NV 89109
3047 North Birch (619)
Bishop, CA 93514
P. 0. Box 55 (619)

Big Pine, CA 93513

18019 San Fernando Mission Blvd.
Granada Hills, CA 9134hL (213)

329 Perdew Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 92555

P. 0. Box 99
Independence, CA 93526
770 Broadway (702)
Reno, NV 89502

1451 Argyle Lane
Bishop, CA 93514

(619)

142 Moffett Dr.
Bishop, CA 93514

(619)

Rt. 1, Box Lé5
Glenn, CA 95943

(916)

13301 Wildrose
Trona, CA 93562

(619)

209 Frisbie
Oakland, CA 94611

(L15)

731-2553

873-4565

938-2943

368-1629

322-5960

873-3342

873-6249

934-2233

372-5949

839-5009

We also appreciate the separate subscriptions to our newsletter which
come from members of other CNPS chapters and from across the nation.
The generous gifts have been duly noted and are most welcome.
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The Alpine Fescues of California and Western Nevada
By John Thomas Howell

To many it may be that a grass is a grass is a grass (to paraphrase a well-
known line from Gertrude Stein) but to Dr. Signe Frederiksen of the University of
Copenhagen a grass is to be studied inside and out to learn all about it. She
has recently published the results of several years' work on the group of North
American grasses that includes the alpine fescues of the Sierra. Where Munz recog-
nized only a single Sierran species (Festuca brachyphylla in Calif. Flora) and
where I listed only a single Sierra variety (F. ovina var. brevifolia in Waucoba
News vol. 3, supplement 2. 1979), Dr. Frederiksen recognizes three species (Nordic
Journal of Botany 2:525-536. 1982). The following key to the Sierran plants is
adapted from the one given by her for the ten North American taxa in the complex:

a. Leaf-blades terete or sulcate, stiff even when dry; spikelets mostly 5.5-6.5 mnm.
long; lemmas 4-5 mm. long; anthers 1-1.6 mm. long. Culms usually about twice
length of basal leaves; caryopsis glabrous. . . 1. F. saximontana var. Purpusiana

a. Leaf-blades soft and striate when old and dry; spikelets 3.5-5.5 mm. long; lemmas
2-4 mm. long; anthers usually less than 1 nm. long.

b. Culms often shorter than the basal leaves; panicle-branches scabrous; spikelets
generally more than 3-flowered; caryopsis glabrous. . . . c e s e e e s

2. F. brachxphzlla ssp breviculmis
b. Culms mostly longer than the basal leaves; panicle-branches smooth or nearly so;
spikelets mostly 2-or 3-flowered; caryopsis pubescent at the top. . . . . . . .

3. F. minutiflora

1. F. saximontana Rydberg var. Purpusiana (St.-Yves) Frederiksen § Pavlick.
Open subalpine forests and alpine fell-fields, 9400 to 13200 ft., Washoe Co. (Mt. Rose

area) to Tulare and Inyo cos. Records seen from Washoe, Alpine, Mono, Tuolumne,
Madera, Fresno, Tulare, and Inyo cos. in the Sierra. Also in the Sweetwater Mts. and
White Mts., Mono Co., and in the San Bernardino Mts., San Bernardino Co. Of the three
species recognized by Dr. Frederiksen in California this is the most common, especially
so 'in Mono, Fresno, Tulare, and Inyo cos. The type collection was made by C.A. Purpus
at Farewell Gap near Mineral King, Tulare Co. Festuca saximontana and its varieties
range from California north to Alaska and east to the west coast of Greenland.

2. F. brachyphylla Schultes & Schultes ssp. breviculmis Frederiksen. Not nearly
as common as the preceding and almost restricted to areas above timberline. 1In the
Sierra 11000 to 13400 ft. in Tuolumne Co. (Mt. Conness), Fresno Co. (8 stations),
Tulare Co. (4 stations), and Inyo Co. (the type locality on Mono Mesa; also.on. Mono
and Army passes between Inyo Co. and either Fresno or Tulare co.)}; also in the
Sweetwater Mts. and in the White Mts., 11200-14000 ft., in Mono Co. This subspecies is

presently known only from California; other subspecies range from Arizona and
Washington northward to Alaska and arctic Canada.

3. F. minutiflora Rydberg. A rare grass in California; elswhere ranging widely
from Arizona northward through the Rocky Mts. and Canada almost to Alaska. The
following are the presently known collections from California:

Tuolumne Co. Mt. Conness, Mrs. Joseph Clemens in 1919; Mt. Dana, collections of
Bolander and of Brewer cited by Hitchcock in Jepson Fl. Calif.1:168.

Inyo Co. Mosquito Flat, Rock Creek Lake Basin, 10300 ft., Howell in 1946;
Inconsolable Range above Thunder and Lightning Lake, 12000 ft., Howell in 1947; Old
Army Pass at Tulare Co. line, 12000 ft., Howell in 1949.

Mono Co. Southeast shoulder of White Mt. Peak, 13300 ft., DeDecker in 1960.
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ADDITIONS TO THE FLORA OF THE HALL NATURAL AREA

Dean Wm. Taylor, Forest Science Department and USDA Forestry Sciences Lab,
3200 Jefferson Way, Corvallis OR 97331

Recent vegetation classification work in the Harvey Monroe Hall Natural Area,
on the eastern slope of the Sierra near Tioga Pass in Mono County, California,
has uncovered a number of vascular plants that were not included in the
checklist for the area published by Jens Clausen (Clausen 1969). These are:

Arabis davidsonii Greene -- mesic gravelly sites in subalpine forest.

X Agrositanion saundersii Vasey ex Scribner -- this hybrid is fat}ily
rare, and found only where its parents (Sitanion hystrix and Agropyron
trachycaulum) grow nearby, as about south-facing springs or seeps.

Carex aquatilis Wahl. -- uncommon in subalpine meadows.

C. deweyana Schwein -~ uncommon and scattered, occurring in muddy-bottomed
meadow ponds and drainage channels.

C. epapillosa Mkze. -- moist slopes under trees or about seeps, metamorphic
rocks predominantly.

Cc. pachystachya Mkze. -- talus slope north side Slate Creek at 10,400 ft.

Cc. praeceptorum Mkze. -- bog at southeast end of Saddlebag Lake.

Crepis acuminata Nuttall -- west facing slopes of Tioga Crest below Dore Pass.

C. occidentalis Nuttall ssp. costata -- with the above, near timberline.

Gentianella tenella (Rottb.) J.Gillett --Big Horn Lake, with Carex capitata.

Juncus abjectus F.J. Heerman -- rare in drying, acid muck soils on pond bottoms.

J. bryoides F.J. Heerman --alkaline metamorphic seeps, where evaporites occur.

J. spherocarpus Nees. -- muddy paths along Saddlebag Lake road.

Juniperus occidentalis Hooker ssp. australis Vasek -- several isolated trees
near Bennettville.

Plagiobothrys torreyi (Gray) Gray -- vernally wet gravels and sands on
south-facing metamorphic rocks.

Poa leptocoma Trin. -- fairly widespread, in willow thickets and tall-herb
vegetation along streams, metamorphic rocks only.

P. nevadensis Vasey ex Scribner -- shallow pond on metamorphic rocks, south-
base Tioga Peak.

P. suksdorfii (Beal) Vasey -- scattered in mesic alpine sites, as on flanks
of Mt. Conness at 12,000 feet.

Stellaria jamesiana Torrey -- mesic situations in conifer forests.

S. longipes Goldie var. altocaulis Hulten -- in tall - meadow vegetation
on south-facing slopes near springs or seeps.

Taraxacum officinale Linnaeus -- infrequent in disturbed sites, as about
transplant garden along Slate Creek and Saddlebag Lake.

Clausen, J. 1969. The Harvey Monroe Hall Natural Area. Carnegie Inst.
of Washington, Publ. No. 459. 48p.
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A New EBurasian Weed for the Eastern Sierra

Be on the lookout for expanding popul-
Ceratocephalus testiculatus ations of a small light green annual
(Drawing by Jeanne Janish) with a single inconspicuous flower which
is becoming established in the Eastern
Sierra. The plant, Ceratocephalus
testiculatus (Krantz) Roth ( = Ranunculus)
has been observed in Mono County along
Highway 395 for the past three years.
I discovered a small colony of this weed
in a roadside campground, and the popul-
ation has been increasing each year. At
the site, which is along the Walker River
1.6 miles upstream from the town of
Walker, it occurs in compacted soils,
as it commonly does elsewhere. This
'Bur-buttercup’ was probably introduced
from Eurasia about 1910 (the first record
is unknown to me, but it is not listed in
early day floras of the Intermountain
region). By 1930, it was fairly wide-
spread, having been collected in Oregon,
Washington, Idaho and Utah. Collections
from Nevada are first recorded in the
1950's and 60's, and the plant is firmly
o established north of Reno. The Mono
From: e R e tniv aslvingeo ey, County population is, no doubt, of very
recent origin, and most likely became
established from a muddy-vehicle traveling south, perhaps stopping at
this campsite. Ceratocephalus testiculatus is the only member of this
small Eurasian genus that has made it to the New World -- reports of
C. falcatus (L.) Moench are apparently based on misidentifications, as
the specimens so named in herbaria are C. testiculatus. The genus
differs from Ranunculus in that the ripe achenes are stiffly beaked,
and remain attached, forming small burs which could easily stick to
passing hosts. The species should be watched for in areas of Pinyon-
Sagebrush vegetation, and is most likely to become increasingly common
in the Eastern Sierra. For the most part, it is not an aggressive weed
along the lines of Cheetgrass (Bromus tectorum L.).

-- Dean Wm. Taylor, Forest Science Dept, Oregon State University,
Corvallis, OR 97331




The Bristlecone Chapter regrets that it must raise the subscription
rate for non members to $5.00 per year beginning July 1, 1983. Extra
individual copies are available at 75¢ each, plus postage.

Articles appropriate for publication in the Newsletter should be sent
to Mary DeDecker, Editor, P. 0. Box 506, Independence, CA 93526. The
deadline for each issue is the first of the month of publication, the
next one being August 1.
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