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There w i  1 1  be no meetings i n  Ju ly  and 
August. I n  l i e u  o f  f i e l d  t r i p s  dur ing 
t h e  sumner, scou t ing  t r i p s  t o  check 
on r a r e  p l a n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  take 
place.  Those who w i  sh t o  become i n -  
vo lved should con tac t  Vince Yoder, 

-m 876-4275. 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  message: 

Although we appear t o  be a  l i t t l e  l ess  a c t i v e  du r i ng  the  sumner, we should 
remember the need f o r  our v i g i l a n c e  must cont inue unabated. And t h i s  can 
be expressed e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g .  The ex ten t  o f  t he  government's 
r e t r e a t  from i t s  d u t i e s  t o  p r o t e c t  the  lands from environmental d e s t r u c t i o n  
i s  appa l l i ng .  The c o l l e c t i v e  vo ice  o f  CNPS members can be cons iderab le  
when l e t t e r s  f l o o d  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s  and o f f i c i a l s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  government. - The v o i c e o f  the people i s  s t i l l  strong, bu t  wemust keep shout ing t o b e  
heard. So take up pen and paper and keep the l e t t e r s  f l ow ing ,  even i n  the  
s  umne r  . 

- - - V i  nce Yoder 

FIELD T R I P  REPORT 

The f i e l d  t r i p  o f  May 28-30 was an en joyab le  exper ience f o r  those who 
showed up. I t  was l i k e  another wor ld  as we had the  Eureka Dunes a l l  t o  
ourse lves,  and on l y  a  h e l i c o p t e r  broke the s i l ence  i n  the Last  Chance 
Mountains. The small number i n  the group al lowed f l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  v i s i t -  
i n g  r a r e  s i t e s .  Among the  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a n t s  observed were: 

Ast raqa lus  l en t i q i nosus  var.  micans (Eureka m i l k - ve t ch )  

Ast raga lus  panamintensis ( C l i f f  m i l k -ve tch )  

Buddle ia  utahensi s  (Utah budd le ja )  

Cercocarpus i n t r i c a t u s  ( L i t t l e - l e a f  mahogany) 

Chaetadelpha wheeler i  (Dune broom) 

Chamaesyce o c e l l a t a ,  former ly Euphorbia o c e l l a t a  (Va l l ey  

Cleome s p a r s i f o l i a  (Naked cleome) 

Cymopterus g i l m a n i i  (Gilman cymopterus) 

Dedeckera eurekensis (Dedeckera o r  Ju l y  go ld )  

D i c o r i a  canescens ssp. c l  arkae (Clark  d i c o r i a )  

Echi nocereus t r i  q loch i  adus var.  mojavensi s  (Mojave mound 

spurge) 

cactus)  
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Encel iops is  nud icau l i s  (Nevada sunray) 

Forsel l e s i a  nevadensi s (Nevada fo rse l  l e s i a )  

G i  1 i a  campanulata (Be1 1 g i  1 i a )  

Hecastoclei s shockleyi (P r i ck le - l ea f )  

Leucelene er ico ides  (Heath daisy)  

Mimulus rup i co la  (Rock-midget) 

Notholaena iones i i  (Jones c loakfern)  

Penstemon calcareus (Limestone penstemon) 

Penstemon f r u t i c i  formi s (Desert mountain penstemon) 

Sal v i  a funerea (Death Val 1 ey sage) 

Scopulophi 1 a r i x f o r d i  i (Rix fo rd  rockwort) 

T r i c a r d i a  watsoni i  (Three-hearts) 

V iqu iera r e t i c u l a t a  (Golden-eye) 
A * * * * * * * * * *  

NEW S I T E S  REPORTED 

Hulsea v e s t i t a  ssp. i n  oensis ( Inyo hulsea) i n  the gorge o f  Rock Creek, 
m r n  Mono County* Wm. Taylor. This must be i t s  most nor ther ly  
known s i t e .  

Leucophysalis nana, formerly Chamaesaracha nana Green-spotted nightshade), 
roadside on the south fork o f  B i s h o ~  Creek b e l o w  Andrew's Resert. This. 
apparently the f i r s t  repor t  from l n y o  County, was discovered by a,U.C. 

' - Rivers ide Extension Class being taught by Mary DeDecker. 

Phoenicaul is cheiranthoides ssp. cheiranthoides (Dagger pod) i s  known 
from the Bishop Creek drainaqe. What may be a new s i t e  was found on the 
south f o r k  above Habeggert s Resort by the same U.C. Riverside Extension 
Class. The f i r s t  known s i t i n g  i n  the Inyo Mountains was reported by Mary 
OeDecker from the Hark1 ess F l a t  area. 

BOTANICAL JOURNALS 

Items o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  the Apr i l  issue o f  M A D R O ~ O ,  Vol. 30, No. 2, are: 

VEGETATION OF THE ALABAMA HILLS REGION, I N Y O  COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 
by Vincent Yoder, Michael G. Barbour, Robert S. Boyd, and Roy A.  
Woodward. A discussion o f  vegetat ion i n  the Alabama H i l l s ,  based 
on an on-going data gather ing p ro jec t  by our president,  Vince Yoder. 

NOTEWORTHY COLLECTIONS includes two from the Kingston Range i n  the 
f a r  southeast corner o f  Inyo County. One i s  B r i c k e l l i a  
c u r r e n t l y  under review for  Federal l i s t i n g  as 
A need f o r  more study i s  suggested. The other i s  Sel inocar us neva- 
densi s (~yc tag inaceae) ,  a f i  r s t  repor t  from Cal i f o r n i a  4~ 
f r o m t e v e  Castagnoli, Greg De Nevers, and R .  Doug Stone, Kingston 
Range Resource Survey, Environmental F i e l d  Program, U.C. Santa Cruz. 

--. 
B R I T T O N I A  35 ( I ) ,  1983, has published NEW NOMENCLATURAL COMBINATIONS I N  
THE NORTH AMERICAN PERENNIAL T R I T I C E A E  (GRAMINEAE) by Douglas R .  Dewey 

L o f  the U.S. Department o f  Agr icu l tu re ,  Utah State un ivers i ty ,  Logan Utah- 



I t  changes t h e  names of  grasses i n  our reg ion  as fo l lows :  

a r i s h i i  Scr ibn.  & Smith t o  E l y t r i q i a  p a r i s h i i  (Scr ibn.  . &  Smith), - i%F%%e* a r i  sh wheatgrass". 

ron s m i t h i i  Rydb. t o  E l y t r i g i a  s m i t h i i  (Rydb.) Nevski. "Western 
3?s&sll. 

ron s i c a t a  (Pursh) Scribn. & Smith t o  E l y t r i q i a  sp ica ta  (Pursh) 
I1B uebunch wheatgrassIt. m e *  

Elymus c inereus Scribn. & Merr. t o  Leymus c inereus (Scr ibn.  & Merr.)  A.  
Lbve. "Ashy w i  1 dryell. 

E l  mus condensatus Presl  t o  Leymus condensatus (Pres l  ) A. Love. "Big 
h e l l .  

E l  mus s a l i n a  M. E. Jones t o  Leymus sa l inae  (M. E. Jones) A. ~b ' ve .  
& e m  yell . 
Elymus t r i t i c o i d e s  Buckl.  t o  Leymus t r i t i c o i d e s  (Buckl.)  P i l g e r .  "Creep- 
i ng w i  1 dryell. 

WHERE TO W R I T E  

I n  l i n e  w i t h  our p r e s i d e n t ' s  message, we l i s t  the names and addresses of 
our na t i ona l  and s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Na t iona l :  Senator Alan Cranston State: Senator H. L. Richardson 
Senate O f f  i ce Bui 1 d i  ng State  Capi to1 

L 
Washington, DC 20510 Sacramento, CA. 95814 
Senator Pete W i  1 son Assembl yman Phi 1 1  i p  D. 
Senate O f f i c e  Bui 1 d ing  Wyman 
Washington, DC 20510 S ta te  Capi to1 

Representat ive Jer ry  Lewis Sacramento, CA. 95814 
U.S. House o f  Representat ives 
Washington, DC 2051 5 

Representat ive Rick Lehman 
House O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
Washi ngton, DC 2051 5 

Do form the h a b i t  o f  w r i t i n g .  Comnend them when they do w e l l .  Object when 
they do no t .  Be courteous and reasonable i n  s t a t i n g  your stand. Be b r i e f  
and t o  t he  p o i n t .  Proper t im ing  i s  v i t a l .  Wr i t e  be fo re  the a c t i o n  i s  
taken. Mention a s p e c i f i c  b i l l  and i t s  number when app l i cab le .  

* * * * * * * * * * *  
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

David Attenborough, B r i t i s h  zoo log is t  and former D i rec to r  o f  Programmes 
fo r  a1 1 BBC t e l e v i  sion, ends h i s  book, I1Li f e  on Earth" w i t h  the  f o l  lowing 
paragraphs: 

"Th is  l a s t  chapter has been devoted t o  on l y  one species, ourselves.  
Th is  may have g iven  the  impression t h a t  somehow man i s  the  u l t i m a t e  
t r iumph o f  evo lu t i on ,  t h a t  a l l  these m i l l i o n s  o f  years o f  development 

L 
have had no purpose other  than t o  pu t  him on ear th .  There i s  no 
s c i e n t i f i c  evidence whatever t o  support such a view and no reason t o  
suppose t h a t  our stay here w i l l  be any more permanent than t h a t  o f  the 
dinosaur. The processes o f  e v o l u t i o n  are s t i l l  going on among p l a n t s  
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and b i r d s ,  i nsec t s  and mammals. So i t  i s  more 1 i k e l y  t h a t  i f  men 
were t o  disappear from the face o f  the  ear th ,  f o r  whatever reason, 
t he re  i s  a modest, unobt rus ive c rea tu re  somewhere t h a t  would develop 
i n t o  a new form and take our p lace.  

But a l though denying t h a t  we have a specia l  p o s i t i o n  i n  the  na tu ra l  
wor ld  might  seem becomingly modest i n  the  eye o f  e t e r n i t y ,  i t  might  
a1 so be used as an excuse f o r  evading our r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The fac t  
t h a t  no species has ever had such wholesale con t ro l  over every th ing  
on ear th ,  l i v i n g  o r  dead, as we now have. That l ays  upon us, whether 
we l i k e  i t  o r  not ,  an awesome r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I n  our hands now l i e s  
no t  o n l y  our f u tu re ,  bu t  t h a t  o f  a l l  o ther  l i v i n g  creatures w i t h  whom 
we share t he  earth."  

NEW MEMBERS 

We en te r  our second year w i t h  12 new members, whom we h e a r t i l y  welcome. 
Please add them t o  the ros te r  i n  the A p r i l  issue. 

Annable, Carol 4223 Chatham C i r c l e  #2 (702) 731-2553 
Las Vegas, NV 89109 

Crowther, Pat and Jack 3047 North B i r c h  (61 9 )  873-4565 
Bishop, CA 93514 

Foster ,  Steven & Meredi th P. 0. Box 55 (61 9 938-2943 
B i g  Pine, C A  9351 3 

Hardin, Paul & L o i s  18019 San Fernando Miss ion Blvd. 
Granada H i l l s ,  CA91344 (213) 368-1629 

Henry, Mary Ann 

L ipp ,  Tom & U l l a  

McPherson, Emily 

Mowman, Dorothy 

Roth, L i l l i  

329 Perdew Ave. 
R i  dgecrest,  CA 92555 

P.  0. Box 99 
Independence, CA 93526 

770 Broadway 
Reno, NV 89502 

1451 Argyle Lane (619) 873-3342 
Bishop, C A  93514 

142 M o f f e t t  D r .  (619) 873-6249 
Bishop, C A  93514 

White, J e f f r e y  G Annette R t .  1 ,  Box 465 (91 6)  934-2233 
Glenn, CA 95943 

White, Malcom 

Woyshner, Mark 

13301 W i  1 drose 
Trona, C A  93562 

209 F r i s b i e  (415) 839-5009 - 
Oakland, CA 94611 

- We a l s o  apprec ia te  the separate subscr ip t ions  t o  our newsle t ter  which 
come from members of o ther  CNPS chapters and from across the  na t ion .  
The generous g i f t s  have been du ly  noted and a re  most welcome. 



The Alpine Fescues of Cal i forn ia  and Western Nevada 
By John Thomas Howell 

TO many it may be t h a t  a grass  i s  a grass  i s  a grass  ( t o  paraphrase a wel l-  
known l i n e  from Gertrude S te in )  but t o  D r .  Signe Frederiksen of  t h e  Universi ty  of  
Copenhagen a grass  i s  t o  be s tudied  in s ide  and out t o  l ea rn  a l l  about it. She 
has recent ly  published t h e  r e s u l t s  of severa l  years '  work on the  group of  North 
American grasses  t h a t  includes t h e  a lp ine  fescues of  t h e  S i e r r a .  Where Munz recog- 
nized only a s i n g l e  S i e r r an  spec ies  (Festuca brachyphylla i n  Ca l i f .  Flora)  and 
where I l i s t e d  only a s i n g l e  S i e r r a  v a r i e t y  (F. ovina var.  b r e v i f o l i a  i n  Waucoba 
News vol.  3, supplement 2. 1979), D r .  ~ r e d e r i E s e n  recognizes t h r e e  spec ies  (Nordic 
Journal of Botany 2:525-536. 1982). The following key t o  t h e  S i e r r a n  p l an t s  is 
adapted from t h e  one given by he r  f o r  t h e  t en  North American t axa  i n  t h e  complex: 

a. Leaf-blades t e r e t e  o r  su l ca t e ,  s t i f f  even when dry; s p i k e l e t s  mostly 5.5-6.5 m. 
long; lemmas 4-5 m. long; anthers  1-1.6 mm. long. Culms usua l ly  about twice 
length  o f  basal  leaves; caryopsis  glabrous. . . 1. F. s a x i m o n t i a  var.  Purpusiana - - 

a. Leaf-blades s o f t  and s t r i a t e  when old and dry; sp ike l e t s  3.5-5.5 mm. long; lemmas 
2-4 mm. long; anthers  u sua l ly  l e s s  than 1 nnn. long. 

b. Culms o f t e n  s h o r t e r  than  the  basal  leaves; panicle-branches scabrous; s p i k e l e t s  
genera l ly  more than 3-flowered; caryopsis glabrous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. F. brachyphylla ssp.  breviculmis - 
b. Culms mostly longer than t h e  basal  leaves; panicle-branches smooth o r  near ly  so; 

-. s p i k e l e t s  mostly 2-or 3-flowered; caryopsis pubescent a t  t h e  top. . . . . . . . 
u 

3. F. mj.nuti.flora .- --. ---- 
1. F. saximontana Rydberg var .  Purpusiana (St.-Yves) Frederiksen & Pavlick. 

Open subalpine f o r e s t s  and a lp ine  f e l l - f i e l d s ,  9400 t o  13200 f t . ,  Washoe Co. ( M t .  Rose 
area) t o  Tulare  and Inyo cos. Records seen from Washoe, Alpine, Mono, Tuolwnne, 
Madera, Fresno, Tulare ,  and Inyo cos. i n  t he  S ie r r a .  Also i n  t h e  Sweetwater Mts. and 
White Mts., Mono Co., and i n  t h e  San Bernardino Mts., San Bernardino Co. Of t h e  t h r e e  
spec ies  recognized by D r .  Frederiksen i n  Cal i forn ia  t h i s  i s  t h e  most common, e spec i a l ly  
so 1Pn Mono, Fresno, Tulare ,  and Inyo cos. The type co l l ec t ion  was made by C.A. Purpus 
a t  Farewell Gap near  Mineral King, Tulare  Co. Festuca saximontana and i t s  v a r i e t i e s  
range from Ca l i fo rn i a  north t o  Alaska and eas t  t o  t he  west coast  o f  Greenland,. 

2. F. brachyphylla Schultes  & Schultes  ssp.  breviculmis Frederiksen. Not near ly  
as common as t h e  preceding and almost r e s t r i c t e d  t o  areas  above t imberl ine.  In  t h e  
S i e r r a  11000 t o  13400 f t .  i n  Tuolumne Co. (Mt. Conness), Fresno Co. (8 s t a t i o n s ) ,  
Tulare  Co. (4 s t a t i o n s ) ,  and Inyo Co . ( the  type l o c a l i t y  on Mono Mesai: a l s o  .m. Mmo 
and Army passes  between Inyo Co. and e i t h e r  Fresno o r  Tulare  co . ) ;  a l s o  i n  t h e  
Sweetwater M t s .  and i n  t h e  White Mts., 11200-14000 f t . ,  i n  Mono Co. This subspecies is  
present ly  known only from Cal i forn ia ;  o ther  subspecies range from Arizona and 
Washington northward t o  Alaska and a r c t i c  Canada. 

3. F. minut i f lora  Rydberg. A r a r e  grass i n  Cal i forn ia ;  elswhere ranging widely 
from Ariyona northward through t h e  Rocky Mts. and Canada almost t o  Alaska. The 
following a r e  t he  p re sen t ly  known co l l ec t ions  from California:  

Tuolumne Co. M t .  Conness, Mrs. Joseph Clemens i n  1919; M t .  Dana, co l l ec t ions  of - 
Bolander and c f  Brewer c i t e d  by Hitchcock i n  Jepson F1. Cal i f .1:  168. 

Inyo Co. Mosquito F l a t ,  Rock Creek Lake Basin, 10300 f t . ,  Howell i n  1946; 
Inconsolable Range above Thunder and Lightning Lake, 12000 f t . ,  Howell i n  1947; Old - Army Pass a t  Tulare  Co. l i n e ,  12000 f t . ,  Howell i n  1949. 

Mono Co. Southeast shoulder of  White M t .  Peak, 13300 f t . ,  DeDecker i n  1960. 
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A D D I T I O N S  T O  THE FLORA OF THE HALL NATURAL AREA 

Dean Wm. Taylor, Forest Science Department and USDA Forestry Sciences Lab, 
3200 Jefferson Way, Corvallis OR 97331 

Recent vegetat ion c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  work i n  the Harvey 
on the  eastern slope of t he  S ie r ra  near Tioga Pass 
has uncovered a number o f  vascular p lan ts  t h a t  were 
check1 i s t  f o r  the  area pub1 ished by Jens Clausen ( C  

Monroe Ha l l  Natural  Area, 
i n  Mono County, Ca l i f o rn ia ,  
n o t  included i n  the 

1 ausen 1969). These are: 

Arabis davidsonii Greene -- mesic gravelly sites in subalpine forest. 
x dgrositanion saundersii V a ~ e y  ex Scribner -- this hybrid is fa@lY 
rare, and found only where its parents (Sitanion hystrix and Agropyron 
trachycaulum) grow nearby, as about south-facing springs or seeps. 

Carex aquatilis Wahl. -- uncommon in subalpine meadows. 
C. deweyana Schwein -- uncommon and scattered, occurring in muddy-bottomed 
meadow ponds and drainage channels. 

C. epapillosa Mkze. -- moist slopes under trees or about seeps, metamorphic 
rocks predominantly. 

C. pachystachya Mkze. -- talus slope north side Slate Creek at 10,400 it. 
C. praeceptorum Mkze. -- bog at southeast end of Saddlebag Lake. 
Crepis acuminata N u t t a l l  -- west facing slopes of Tioga Crest below Dore Pass. 
C. occidentalis N u t t a l l  ssp. costata -- with the above, near timberline. 
Gentianella tenella (Rottb. ) J . G i  11 e t t  --Big Horn Lake, with Carex capitata. 
Juncus abjectus F.J. Heerman -- rare in drying, acid muck soils on pond bottoms. 
J. bryoides F.J. Heerman --alkaline metamorphic seeps, where evaporites occur. 
J. spherocarpus Nees. -- muddy paths along Saddlebag Lake road. 
Juniperus occidentalis Hooker ssp. australis Vasek -- several isolated trees 
near Bennettville. 

Plagiobothrys torreyi (Gray) Gray -- vernally wet gravels and sands on 
south-facing metamorphic rocks. 

poa leptocoma Tr in .  -- fairly widespread, in willow thickets and tall-herb 
vegetation along streams, metamorphic rocks only. 

P. nevadensis V a ~ e y  ex Scribner -- shallow pond on metamorphic rocks, south- 
base Tioga Peak. 

P. suksdorfii (Beal) Vasey -- scattered in mesic alpine sites, as on flanks 
of Mt. Conness at 12,000 feet. 

Stellaria jamesiana Torrey -- mesic situations in conifer forests. 
S. longipes Go1 d i e  var. altocaulis Hul ten -- in tall - meadow vegetation 
on south-facing slopes near springs or seeps. 

Taraxacum officinale i innaeus -- infrequent in disturbed sites, as about 
transplant garden along Slate Creek and Saddlebag Lake. 

Clausen, J. 1969. The Harvey Monroe Hal 1 Natural  Area. Carnegie I n s t .  
o f  Washington, Publ. No. 459. 48p. 
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A New Eurasian Weed for the Eastern Sierra 

Be on the lookout for expanding popul- 
Ceratocephalus testiculatus ations of a small light green annual 

(Drawing by Jeanne Jan i sh)  with a single inconspicuous flower which 
is becoming established in the Eastern 
Sierra. The plant, Ceratocephalus 

/&+g*4$- 
testiculatus (Krantz) Roth ( = Ranunculus) 

..-.LL,--- has been observed in Mono County along 
4 Highway 395 for the past three years. 

,s#- - I discovered a small colony of this weed 
k.-Ly6ii- in a roadside campground, and the popul- 

achrnr ation has been increasing each year. At 
the site, which is along the Walker River 
1.6 miles upstream from the town of 
Walker, it occurs in compacted soils, 
as it commonly does elsewhere. This 
'Bur-buttercup' was probably introduced 
from Eurasia about 1910 (the first record 
is unknown to me, but it is not listed in 
early day floras of the Intermountain 

k region). By 1930, it was fairly wide- 
spread, having been collected in Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho and Utah. Collections 
from Nevada are first recorded in the 
1950's and 601s, and the plant is firmly 
established north of ~eno: The Mono 

- 
From: VascuZo Plants  of the Pacific Northwest, 

H I ~ C ~ C O C ~  e t  aL.. Unjv. Y a s h i n g t o n  P r e s s .  County population is, no doubt, of very 
recent origin, and most likely became 

- 

established from a muddy-vehicle traveling south, perhaps stopping at 
this campsite. Ceratocephalus testiculatus is the only member of this 
small Eurasian genus that has made it to the New World -- reports of 
C. falcatus (L.) Moench are apparently based on misidentifications, as - 
the specimens so named in herbaria are C. testiculatus. The genus 
differs from Ranunculus in that the ripe achenes are stiffly beaked, 
and remain attached, forming small burs which could easily stick to 
passing hosts. The species should be watched for in areas of Pinyon- 
Sagebrush vegetation, and is most likely to become increasingly common 
in the Eastern Sierra. For the most part, it is not an aggressive weed 
along the lines of Cheetgrass (Bromus tectorum L.). 
-- Dean Wm. Taylor, Forest Science Dept, Oregon State University, 

Corvallis, OR 97331 



The Br is t lecone Chapter regrets  tha t  i t  must ra i se  the subscript.ion 
r a t e  f o r  non members t o  $5.00 per year beginning July 1, 1983. Ext ra 
i nd i v idua l  copies are ava i lab le  a t  75e each, p lus  postage. 

A r t i c l e s  appropr ia te for  pub1 i c a t i o n  i n  the Newsletter should be sent 
t o  Mary DeDecker, Ed i to r ,  P. 0. Box 506, Independence, CA 93526. The 
deadl ine f o r  each issue i s  the f i r s t  o f  the month o f  pub l i ca t i on ,  the 
next one being August 1 .  


