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President s message: 

My attendance a t  the q u a r t e r l y  June meeting o f  the C a l i f o r n i a  Nat ive 
Plant  Society i n  Chico assured me t h a t  the Society i s  a l i v e  and we l l .  
Most o f  the chapter pres idents  attended, committee cha i r s  gave mean- 
i ng fu l  repor ts ,  and much dedicat ion was evident. The assembly was 
g lad t o  l e a r n  o f  our format ion over here east o f  the S ie r ra  and 
en thus ias t i ca l  l y  accepted our group as the Soc ie ty 's  21st chapter. 

Most chapters reduce a c t i v i t y  dur ing the summer and we are fo l l ow ing  
t h a t  pathway. By fa1 1 ,  however, add i t iona l  committee heads w i  1 1  be 
se lected and t h e i r  work should be under way. Even though we are a 
new chapter we w i l l  soon be making ourselves known as an ac t i ve  and 
e f f e c t i v e  conservat ion-or iented group i n our area. 

See you i n  the  br is t lecones !  
V i  nce Yoder, Predi dent 

Mark on your calendar: 
August 27, 28, and 29 our chapter w i  1 1  have a j o i n t  f i e l d  t r i p  w i t h  

4 the Marin Chapter. We have reserved Foss i l  Camp i n  the Cedar F l a t  
Group Camp area a t  Westgard Pass f o r  Fr iday and Saturday n ights .  
This i s  a dry  camp, so b r i n g  a l l  the water you expect t o  need. To 
reach the campsite, proceed east on the Westgard Pass road, State 
Route 168, u n t i l  you get t o  the second group camp entrance, just  be- 
yond the  t u r n o f f  t o  the br is t lecones.  This i s  about 13 mi les  from 
US Route 395. Turn r i g h t  and go care fu l  1 y over a d i  r t  road pas t  the 
Juniper Camp entrance. Continue on t o  Fossi 1 Camp. Br ing  a camp 
stove--no open cooking f i r e s .  Br ing hand lens, books and notebooks. 

Next meeting w i l l  be September 29. The p lace and program w i l l  be 
announced i n  the  August newslet ter .  

Update on Chapter Organization 

Presi dent : V i  ncent Yoder 
P. O. BOX 330, Lone Pine, 93545 

Vice-president: Frances Cholewa 
R t .  1 ,  Box K-32, Bishoo, 93514 

Sec-treasurer : Be'tty G i  1 c h r i  s t  
R t .  2, Box 89, Lone Pine, 93595 

Newsletter: Mary DeDecker 
P. 0 ,  Box 506, Independence, 93526 878-2389 

Membership: Kay C .  Wylie 
H P. 0. Box 461, Lone Pine, 93545 (Work) 876-5542 
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Pub1 i c i  t y :  

Hostess: 

Rare P lants :  

L e g i s l a t i o n :  

Sales: 

Joanne Kerbavaz 
P. 0. Box 847, Bishop, 93514 (Work) 873-8411 

Dor i  s Fredendal 1 
P. 0. Box 146, B ig  Pine, 93513 938-2787 - 
Mary DeDecker 
P. 0. Box 506, Independence, 93526 878-2389 

Dorothy Alcorace 
P. 0. Box 942, Lone Pine, 93545 876-4390 

Evelyn May Nikolaus 
P. 0. Box 396, Independence, 93526 878-2 149 

FIELD T R I P  REPORT 

An e n t h u s i a s t i c  group showed up f o r  the  May 1 f i e l d  t r i p  t o  Mazourka 
Canyon. I t  began r i g h t  i n  Independence, where a carpet  o f  f l owers  came 
down the  a l l u v i a l  f a n  t o  the edqe of  town. There was much excitement 
over t he  cover o f  lavender ~ i n a i t h u s  a r r  i (sand blossoms) do t t ed  w i t h  
Anthero eas wa l l  acei  , former1 y E r i o  h 5+ urn wa l l  acei , (Easter bonnets),  & c a l  i t o r n i c a  var .  gl T-r a r a t a  e s e r t  dandel ion) ,  and L a n q l o i s i a  
mathewsi i , a1 1 i n  a rn~xed  scrub comrnuni t y  dominated by A t r i  l e x  canescens 
( four-wing sa l  tbush) ,  Gra i a  s inosa (hop-sage), Hymenoc ea sa sol  a 
(cheesebush), and Ephe +-%-- r a  neva ens l s  (Nevada tea) .  

797 

A DASTARDLY DEED 

The town o f  Lone Pine was named f o r  a lone p ine  t r e e  ( J e f f r e y  o r  pon- 
derosa) which grew upstream from the townsi te.  Many mourned the day 

--when the t r e e  was destroyed by a h i g h  wind. About 10 years ago a small 
t ree ,  supposed1 y the o f f s p r i n g  of the o r i g i n a l  lone p ine ,  was d i  scovered 
by a l o c a l  r es iden t .  A fence was p laced around the  l i t t l e  t r e e  t o  
p r o t e c t  i t .  La te r  two more t r ees  were found, one very  near the  f i r s t  
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one. The were fondly  v i s i t e d  from time t o  time. Just recent ly ,  on a 
t r i p  t o  s K ow them o f f ,  Vince Yoder was h o r r i f i e d  t o  f i n d  two o f  them, 
i n c l u d i n g  the  fenced t ree ,  missing. They had been removed by persons 
unknown, the holes smoothed over. . I t  mattered not t o  the t r e e  thieves 
t h a t  someone had cared enough t o  fence a special l i t t l e  t ree.  

HERE AND THERE 

An especial  1 y good popu la t ion  o f  Dalea sear1 s i  ae, former1 y Petalostemum 
sear ls iae  ( p r a i r i e  c l o v e r ) ,  was reported by Dor is ~ redenda l7  on the 
Squaw F l a t  road. I t  occurs i n  Pinyon-Juniper Woodland, mostly i n  the 
v i .c i  n i  t y  o f  Waucoba Mountai n. 

Joan Kerbavaz found and photographed the ra re  l i t t l e  Phacelia monoensis 
a t  i t s  type l o c a l i t y  i n  Mono County. I t  i s  a yel low-f lowered species 
known i n-  t h e  B r  i dgeport and Bodie areas. 

The DeDeckers found a small popul a t i o n  o f  Phoenicaul i s chei ranthoides 
(daqqer pod) i n  the Inyo Mountains near Harkless F l a t ,  the f i r s t  known 
i n  f i i a t  range. ~ o r m a l  l y  i t  occurs on g ran i te  o r  volcanics,  A few s i t e s  
are known i n  the Bishop Creek region. 

This was no t  the year f o r  Ox theca watsoni i ,  discovered i n  Inyo County 
i n  1980 by R. Doug Stone o +- anta Cruz. That was a good year. The 
r a i n s  seemed t o  miss t h a t  area t h i s  year a n d a  pe rs i s ten t  search revealed 
on ly  a few stunted p lan ts .  The s i t e  i s  near the Santa Rosa H i l l s ,  f a r  
from i t s  usual range i n  the southwest Mojave, but i t  i s  more no r the r l y  
i n  Nevada. Those who are a l e r t  may f i n d  i t  e l  sewhere i n  Inyo County. 

That confus i  ng s t a t e  1 i ne agai n! A f te r  extensive s l  eu th i  ng through 
archives and i n  the f i e l d ,  Mary DeDecker has concluded t h a t  Lath rus 
h i  tchcocki  anus never d i d  occur i n  Cal i f o r n i  a. The Death Val*di - 
t i o n  o f  1891 l i s t e d  a co l  l e c t i o n  of  Lath rus a lus te r  from the Grapevine 
Mountains. Cal i f o r n i a .  Much l a t e r ,  .&/a; b s i v e  1 i t t l e  p l a n t  
was d i  scovered i n  the Bu l l  f r o g  H i  1 1  s and named Lathyrus h i  tchcocki anus 
by Barnebv and Reveal. I t  was the same as the 1891 c o l l e c t i o n  i n  the 
~ a t i o n a l  ~ e r b a r i u m ,  which was not L. a lus te r .  I t  has not been seen 57- since i n  the  Grapevine Mountains and t i s  s t a t e ' s  ra re  p l a n t  comni t t e e  
has been a t  a loss  t o  determine how t o  1 i s t  i t .  The Exped i t ion 's  
c o l l e c t i o n  s i t e  tu rns  ou t  t o  be on the Nevada side o f  the s t a t e  l i n e .  
So Nye County, Nevada, can c la im  a l l  known s i t e s  o f  the beau t i f u l  l i t t l e  
l l B u l l f r o g  w i l d  peal1. Sorry, Inyo County! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

E l i zabe th  Anderson, Lone Pine; Edward Butterworth, Santa Fe Springs; 
B u r r e l l  and Margaret Dawson, Lone Pine; John Ede l l ,  Bishop; David 
Gaines, Lee Vining; Ear l  and Carolyn Gann, Bishop; Walt and Ann Hoffmann, 
Benton; Enid Larson, B ig Pine; P a t t i  Novak, B i  shop; Jeanne Wal t e r ,  
Bishop; Judy Wickman, Independence. 

Thank you again, Joan Benner, f o r  the h igh qua1 i t y  s l  i de  show and 
n a r r a t i o n  on the Br is t lecone Pine a t  our May meeting. I t  was an 
appropr ia te beginning f o r  our BRISTLECONE CHAPTER and an i nspi r a t i o n  
f o r  the th ings  we hope t o  achieve. 

We s t i l l  hope t o  have our logo i n  use and the T s h i r t s  ava i l ab le  by the 
end of the summer. I n  the meantime, a good f l o r i s t i c  season t o  a l l .  
Blooms i n  the middle and higher e levat ions should be outstanding. 


